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FROM THE CHRISTIAN,S MAGAZINE. 


ON RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY. | 


As one of the avowed designs of this work is to assert the 
truth and refute error, it hasto combat, in the outset, a fash- 
ionable and imposing prejudice. It seems to be taken for 
granted, that how perfect soever the right of judging and pro- 
fessing for ourselves, there exists no right of inaaey into the 
_ judgment or profession of others. In religion, at least, this 
maxim is held to be incontrovertible by many, who never think 
of applying it to any other subject. To disquisitions on to- 
pics in which all denominations agree, they can listen with 
pleasure: they can even permit the peculiarities of each to be 
detailed in succession; but from every thing which wears the 
form of controversy, they turn away with spontaneous contem 
Their aversion is so fixed, that hardly any plea of excellence 
will be allowed in behalf of a work which stands convicted on 
the charge of being controversial. The fact is sufficient to 
preclude every other trial, and to infer condemnation ‘asa 
matter of course, 

That these summary and oftentimes i injurious decisions: Kee 
been unprovoked un the part of disputants, I shall not affirm. 
On the contrary, I will freely concede, that the unfairness, the 
heat, and the rudeness, which too frequently occur in polemi- 
cal writings, are most offensive to the discreet reader; and 
make him shy of authors from whom he may expect such en- 
tertainment. 

But while there can be no apology for conduct which rolled 
equal violence to the rules of good breeding and the 
of Christianity, there is ground to suspect that more is attr 
ted to its influence in producing the prevalent dislike to con- 
troversy, than it can justly claim. ‘For as our age must not 
arrogate to itself the praise of all the meekness and candour 
which have been in the world ; so it is certain, that men great 
and ao ee and modest, have raged the — comtro- 
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the current professions of courtesy and candour, 

and transferred to that indifference which not be at the 
pains to examine on which side lies the right of a question 
concerning eternal hope! For such a morbid state of feeling 
we can suggest no remedy ; and can only pour out our most 
fervent prayer, that the first admonition which it will be com- 
pelled to regard, may not be that awful voice, “ Son, remember 
that thou in thy life time hadst thy good things!” The preju- 
dice itself, unlike those lessons with which truth and wisdom 
amen td the heart, will appear, upon a close inspection, as 

itute of solidity as it is assuming in manner—For, in the 

1. place, It admits not of dispute, that the holy scriptures 
point out an opposite course. Their injunction is to buy the 
truth, and sell it not—To cease from the instruction that causeth 
to err from the words of knowledge—earnestly to contend for the 


faith once delivered to the saints—to try the spirits whether they 


are of God.—All these directions imply, not that men are to 
spend their lives in laying the foundations of their faith; but 
that they are to employ their opportunities and faculties in se- 
lecting the true from the false; that they are to prize it when 
selected ; to enrich it with fresh acquisitions; and to defend 
it with their utmost skill. How this can be done without con- 
troversy, so long as there are “ deceivers in the world,” it is 
incumbent on them to show, who would suffer the truths of the 
gospel to be sacrificed, one after another, by men of “ corrupt 
minds,” rather than raise a finger, or press an argument for 
their protection. It is, indeed, not more lamentable than true, 
thet a host of candidates beset the inquirer. Every sect cries 
out, we are the people, and the law of the Lord is with us; every 
partisan enforces the pretensions of his sect. But this, though 
frequently urged, is the weakest of all reasons for keeping 
aloof from investigation. The amount is, “ the danger of go- 
ing astray is great ; the consequences fatal, therefore I will shut 
my eyes.” Good sense would say, “ the danger of error is great, 
the consequences fatal ; therefore I will use all my diligence 
that I may not be misled?’ For ceatainly, if “strait be the 
and narrow the way which leadeth unto life,” we have 

the strongest inducement possible to search out and embrace. 
the few who find it. We are, therefore, reduced to this alter- 
native, either that there is no truth at all, or that we are bound 
to seek it through every peril, to distinguish its voice amid all 
clamours, and to possess it at any price. If this condition 
seem hard, let it be remembered, 

2. That it is not left to our discretion whether we shal! 
choose or not. 














duty, a neglect to seek its « , becs 
its coomairas is to make the hazard of ; on 
never being anxious to go right. It be like the excuse 
of a servant, who having, in common with others, received his 
master’s orders to repair to a certain place, should resolve not 
to stir, because his fellow servants quarrelled about the road. 
Their disobedience could never ‘justify his. Nor is there a 
man upon earth who would not pronounce it to be a plea of a 
fool, that out of his pure love of peace he had never been at 
the trouble to ascertain the import of his master’s instructions ! 
The fact is, that no medium can be assigned between receiv- 
ing and rejecting the truth. If rejeeted, we seal our own per- 
dition—If received, we must reject whatever is hostile to it; 
that is, we must institute a comparison between corflicting 
claims ; which is precisely the object of controversy. 

Pursuing the argument a little further, we shall perceive in 
ihe 

3. place, That in disclaiming all controversy, we set out 
with a principle which it is impossible to carry through. 

In what department of society, or on what subject of dis- 
course, do the thoughts of men accord? The law has long been 
celebrated for its fertility in litigation. Medicine is hardly in- 
ferior to the bar: agriculture keeps up a sharp debate with 
commerce: and the politician has always to navigate a ‘‘ tem- 
pestuous sea.” Not a project, a character, nor an incident, 
can be introduced into common conversation without calling 
furth different strictures, according to the views, habits, rela- 
tions, and tempers, of the company. And it is by no means 
unusual for some who abhor controversy in religion, to be both 
talkative and disputatious, if not dogmatic and bitter, on other 
matters. The worid is a vast scene of strife. A man must 
either take it as he finds it, and bear his part in the general 
collision, or else go out of it altogether. It is the inevitable 
consequence of imperfect knowledge, and depraved appetite ; 
of that confusion of intellect and corruption of heart which flow 
from sin. When, therefore, we are under the necessity of ei- 
ther being exiled from society, or of giving and receiving con- 
uadiction ; and when we submit to this necessity without mur- 
muring in all cases but those which concern religion, what is it 
but to declare that principles affecting our duty toward God, 
the highest happiness of our nature, and our responsibility for 
a future state, are the only things not worth contending for ? 

The pretence, that religion is a concern too solemn and sa- 
cred for the passions of controversy, is like the pretence with 














which some justify their “restraining prayer before God;’’ 
ta he wae be tooeenched by such beings 

they are. And thus, to displ RAE. sotepcn, bey, be- 
come profane; and live like atheists from pure devotion !— 
Both are cases. of error without excuse; we may neither be 
light in prayer, nor wrathful in debate. 

‘Tf it be alleged that religion loses more than she gains by 
controversy; this, with an allowance for the mismanagement 
of unskilful sdvocates, is a direct censure of her champions, 
and a surrender of hercause. Are they who espouse such an 
opinion prepared for its consequences? Are they willing to 
say, that when the world was lying in ignorance, in wicked- 
ness, and in wo, the introduction of light from above produced 
more evil than good? That the gospel is a plague and not a 
blessing, because, through the malignity of its foes, it has of- 
ten brought a sword instead of peace? That it had been better 
for men never to have “known the way of righteousness,” 
than risk opposition in following it? That the reformation of 
religion was a senseless scheme; that the martyrs died like 
fools; and that all the heroes who have been “ valiant for the 
truth;” all the “ ministers of grace’? who have explained and 
established it; all the “ apostles and prophets and wise men,’’ 
whom the wisdom of God commissioned to reveal it; and that 
wispom itself in the person of Jesus Christ, were disturbers of 
human tranquility, and spent their time in no better labour than 
that of “ turning the world upside down?” If you start at these 
things, what do you mean by asserting that “ religion suffers 
from controversy f” For all, prophets, apostles, wise men, and 
the Redeemer himself, fought her battles, and yielded their 
latest breath in her defence ! 

You cannot stop even here. Religion, you say, suffers from 
controversy. Then it cannot endure investigation. It shrinks 
from the touch of reason, for controversy is reasoning: and, 
of course, it cannot be true ; for truth never yet declined the 
test, nor sustained the slightest harm from the most fiery ordeal. 
On the assumption, therefore, that religion has truth on her 
side, you can hardly do her a greater injury that toforbid her 
entering into the lists with her antagonists. They will repre- 
sent, and argue and declaim. They will solicit, and sooth, and 
flatter, and sneer, till they pervert the judgment of many, and 
seduce the affections of more: and religion, betraved and in- 
sulted, her banner thrown down, her weapons shivered, her 
lips sealed, her limbs bound “ in affliction and iron,” is to be 
laid at their feet and left to their mercy, in testimony of the 
respect and attachment of her friends! It was not in this way 
that they formerly treated her ; nor is it to this treatment that 
we owe our privileges. Her enemies, potent, subtle, and per- 
severing, were encountered by her sons and defeated as often 























which Chri zeal ! 
Had apathy like ours enthralled the spirit of our fathers, we 
should hardly have been able, at this day, to distinguish, in 
ee between our right hand and our left. 

he prejudice, therefore, against religious controversy, is 
irrational and hurtful. It is a prejudice against the progress 
and victories of truth. ‘The misconduct of opponents to each 
other, is a personal concern. It disgraces themselves, but be- 
longs not to the nature or merits of any controversy. This, 
in itself considered, is but the comparison of jarring opinions ; 
with a reference, in matters of religion, to the scriptural stan- 
dard. There is no more necessity for falling into a rage when 
demonstrating a proposition in Christianity, than when demon- 
strating a proposition in mathematics: although the infinitely. 
interesting quality of the one above the other, will involve a 
decper feeling; will furnish an explanation of the warmth 
which is apt to accompany it; and will draw from candour an 
allowance for our common frailty. 

Controversy, then, being unavoidable ; as truth and false- 
hood often meet and never agree, it must, occasionally, occu- 
cupy every one who wishes to ‘‘ have a good conscience.” —- 
But as great evils result from an improper manner of conduet- 
ing it, the remarks in this paper are to be understood as con- 
templating it, under the following restrictions : 

ist—There should be no personal asperity. The greater 
part of feuds arises from the rash use of names and epithets. 
if one is obliged to expose weakness or disingenuousness, let 
not the exposure separate decorum from strength ; nor forfeit 
respect in the act of forcing conviction. 

2d—There should be no impeachment of motive, where 
jucts to justify such a censure are not too palpable to be set 
aside. The bosomis a sacred retreat : God-alone can explore 
it without the aid of external evidence. And, therefore, a 
man must be his own betrayer before his fellow man may pre- 
sume to judge of what passes in his heart. Bad as the condi- 
tion of the world is, it would be unutterably worse, if men al- 
ways meant whatever their. words convey, or even their ac- 
tions indicate. Many persons have said and done, with the 
utmost integrity of motive, things which could not have been 
said or done by some others without an absolute sacrifice of 


principle—though it is not hence to be inferred that the things 
were right, 
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__ 3. No consequence of an opinion should be attributed to 
those by whom it is disowned. BURP ney doe cottrles 
As the number of correct reasoners is comparatively few, 
itions are often advanced of which their authors are far 
rom perceiving the real tendency. This observation solves 
a difficulty that otherwise would be very embarrassing. Many 
a one whose piety it would be insolent to question, has held 
tenets which lead to the most impious conclusions. What 
then? must we say that these conclusions form a part of his 
creed, and arraign him when he denies them, as being, at 
once, both a blasphemer and hypocrite? For example: be- 
cause we are persuaded that opposition to the imputed right- 
eousness of the Lord Jesus, and to the doctrine of the reform- 
ed churches concerning the divine decrees, will drive the op- 
posers, if closely followed up, through the Socinian and deis- 
tical camps, into atheism itself; are we, therefore, to brand 
them as Socinians, deists, or atheists _—God forbid! It is our 
consolation to know that multitudes of them would, with hor- 
ror, abjure their views on these points, could they see them to 
be connected with such results; and to believe that they re- 
nounce in words things, which, without being aware of it, they 
love in their hearts. It is ignorance of this sort which, in 
some cases, reconciles with the existence of grace, a notion 
subversive of the gospel. Let me not, however, be supposed 
to favour, in the slightest degree, that monster of modern phi- 
Josophy—the innocence of error.--Detect it; pursue it; hunt 
it down; urge it over the precipice: but permit those who 
started with it, to disengage themselves in season, and save 
their lives. In plain words: Charge home uponerror its most 
tremendous consequences; but charge them not, when so- 
lemnly disavowed, upon the man whom it has misled. If you 
ecason fairly, he must either quit his ground, or maintain it 
feebly ; and while your triumph will be complete, neither mer- 
cy nor justice will forbid you to let him shelter himself from 
crime amid the thickets of contradiction. 


-_—>- 


PROM THE CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


THE BELIEVER’S PORTION. 
Psat. lxxiii. 25. Whom have I in the heavens but thee? and there is nane 
upon earth I desire besides thee. 

Tue believing soul seems here to speak in the person, and 
with the affection of a spouse, declaring that not only earth, 
but heaven itself, would be unsatisfactory- and comfortless, 
without the presence of her blessed Redeemer, the God of her 
salvation. If there be none in heaven like God in the eStima- 

_tion of a saint, sqrely there is none on earth. There is a pa- 
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vine love and goodnesss, 
ful Lord God ?” is the language of astonishment: ‘* How great 
is his goodness! how great is his beauty !”’ is the language of 
admiration. Things which are ordinary and common, seldom 
excite admiration ; even the magnificent scenes of nature, as 
the rising and setting of the sun, the Mux and reflux of the sea, 
the vicissitudes of the seasons, &c. rather beget pleasure than 
admiration in our minds. Admiration is a rapid movement of 
soul at the sight or hearing of some thing great and uncommon, 
especially in the works of God. This sensation is expressed 
by short and emphatic sentences, or abrupt expressions and 
questions, as, ‘ Lord, what is man, that thou art mindful. of 
him !—lIs this the manner of men, O Lord God! and what can 
I say more ?>—My Lord, and my God!” Or, in the words be- 
fore us, ““ Whom have J in heaven but thee ?”” We cannot ad- 
mire what we do not in some degree know: admiration with- 
out intelligence, is but the blind wonder of fools, or of chil- 
dren, who are gratified with trifles, and marvel at every thing. 
The saint has his eyes opened by the Divine Spirit, to see the 
glory of God as revealed in Christ, and his heart is formed 
to admire those wonderful things which the gospel discloses. 
It is also qualified for meditation upon God ; for wonder, love, 
and praise. ‘These things with which his faith is conversant, 
being unseen and eternal, are, however, too big for his 
thoughts, and defy all description. His admiration of God 
as his God, his portion, his all, increases continually; for 
the object of it is infinite. What we fully comprehend, we 
cease to admire. God is unsearchable in himself and in 
his doings to the children of men; his ways therefore, both 
in grace and providence, must be objects of admiration, 
without end. Is it not wonderful that God loved elect.sinners 
with an everlasting love? that, to substantiate this most amaz- 
ing regard, he gave his only-begotten Son to suffer and die for 
them! that having died for them, this illustrious person lives 
for them in heaven! that he hath written his love to them in all 
the promises of the gospel! that he hath sent his Spirit to 
put them in possession of all these blessings! These are but a 












































en of his ess, and yet who can think or speak of 
it wonder! Re by Jesus Christ is a system of 
wonders. We adore God in his works of creation and provi- 
dence, but in redemption there isa glory that excelleth. This — 
is the chief of his ways. In this he abounds towards us 
in all wisdom and prudence. He is a just God, and yet a Sa- 
viour ; he punishes sin, and saves the sinner. If such views of 
God de not produce admiration, we shall never wonder at any 
thing. Is it not wonderful, O believer! that when you were - 
dead in trespasses and sins, God, for his great love wherewith 
he loved you, hath quickened you together with Christ; when 
you were in your blood, he said unto yuu, Live ; when you were. 
descending to the pit of destruction, and none to interpose in’ 
your behalf, he plucked you as a brand from the burning, he 
brought your soul from corruption, and cast all your sins be- 
hind his back. Surely here are wonders upon wonders! This 
was the doing of the Lord, and it is marvellous in your eyes. 
“ Bless the Lord, O my soul! and forget not all his benefits. *" - 
Whom have Lin heaven. but thee? afd there is none upon.” 
earth I desire besides thee ?”’ 

2. These words are the language of faith. No person ever 
uttered them inv the spirit of the psalmist, but a true believer. 
The carnal man, who loves the world more than God; the 
philosopher, who traces his being in his works, while his heart 
is unaffected with his love; the poet, who soars in the regions 
of fancy; the libertine, who is a lover of pleasure more than 
of God,—are all strangers to the exercise in our text. With- 
out faith, it is impossible to please God; and without faith it is ©. 
impossible to adore and admire the God of grace. To the un- 
believer, the sensualist, and the hypocrite, the realities of eter- 
nity are like a golden dream in a fairy Jand. But faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. < 
ht presents the great and good things of the promise before the 
mind, in all the light and power of demonstration. It is the 
common privilege of all saints; it is the faith of God’s elect. 

It is produced in the soul by the Holy Ghost, through the 
grace of the gospel. It receives and rests upon Christ alene 
for salvation. To them who believe, Christ is. infinitely pre- 
cious, is altogether lovely, the chief among ten thousand, and 
fairer than the children of men. Whom have they in heaven 
but him, and there is none upon earth they desire besides him ? 
His character exactly suits their state and necessities, his ful 
ness supplies their wants, his offices are pregnant with conso- 
Jation, his very name is as ointment poured forth. For his sake. 
the Bible is highly prized; his. ordinances are wells of salva 
tion, his people the excellent of the earth. A day in bis courts 
is better than a thousand days in any other place; and com: 
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ments. ae voice- is 

church in all the means grace ; 
name is seen inscribed on the rod. pean tedeed “call God 
our God, we are interested in all he is and hath. Whatever 
the Father of mercies can devise, whatever the Son of God 
purchased, and the Holy Spirit influences, is ours by faith. 
In Christ we have righteousness and strength ; in him we have 
all we want for the duties and trials of life, all we need for vic- 


‘tory and triumph in death, and all those blessings which shall 


constitute the felicities of eternity. Whatever faith sees and 
touches, it appropriates or applies it to itself. ‘The common 
salvation becomes personal, the most distant things are brou 

near, and future things present. The soul says in admiration 


‘find rapture, “He loved me, and gave himself for me.—My 
. Lord and my God !—He was wounded: for transgressions, 


he was bruised for mine iniquities.” This is speaking from 
feeling, from interest, and with effect. This is language which 
true faith alone could dictate. No man could look at the bra- 
zen serpent, or be healed for another, so no person can believe 
in Christ by proxy. His own salvation is at stake ; Christ is 
offered to him in the gospel, and with all his heart he embra- 
ces him as made of God unto him wisdom, righteousness, sanc- 


‘ tification, and redemption. Happy are they who are in sucha 


case; yew; blessed is that people whose God is the Lord. 

3. These words are the language of satisfaction: “ Whom 
have Lin heaven but thee?” &c. ‘‘O my soul, thou hast said 
unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord!” The things of time can- 
not satisfy the ‘tind of man ; they are vapid and unsatisfactory, 
even when enjoyed according to our keenest wishes, and fora 
long season. We hold them by the feeblest of all tenures, even 
by the breath of our nostrils. —“ Allis vanity and vexation of spi- 
rit. Every man at his best estate is altogether vanity.” Rich- 
es make to themselves wings, and fly away as an eagle to- 
wards heaven; honours are but a perishing breath, pleasures 
pall the appetite, aud our dearest friends die. The felicity of 
worldly men is of such an unsubstantial texture, that it is dis- 
solved by a touch, and is destroyed by a moth. ‘The good 
which is scattered among creatures, is but a poor substitute 
for God himself, the supreme good. All the enjoyments of 
time are embittered one way or another, and the disappointed 
soul still cries, Give, give. But here the psalmist has found 
out the true secret for obtaining happiness, a secret which na- 
ture can never disclose, and which the wisdom of this world 




















coukdniet discover: his true rest inGod, 
; had found him 1 in Christ, and ne- 

ver'was ‘till then ; tthe ebief good is now known and en- 
a wok ae ateke cag Vas Wy attractions when this is the 

‘The soul is then satisfied with favour, and full of the 
esing of he Lord. The believer, like David, has a delight- 
fol complacency in contemplating and possessing God, as a 
suited to his necessities, a spd which he enjoys without 

ision, and without the fear of He can then say with 
Paul, I have all and abound, or with the psalmist in another 
place, “This God is our God for ever and ever, and he will 
be our guide over death.—All my springs are in thee.” How 
forcible these expressions! how sublime these ideas! how 
sweet these enjoyments! During this exercise the comforts of 
time lose their relish; what pleases carnal men is insipid and 
empty to the heaven-born soul; and every thing which inter- 
ph these blessed moments is shaken off, as a dangerous ri- 

to the grace of God. 

How happy are all they who have laid up all their good in 
God, who have cther sources of satisfaction than the things of 
time can afford, who hold the blessings of salvation by the word 
and oath of the Most High, who live by the faith of the Son of 
God ; raw, i amidst the privations of life, can rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God; whose love to the world is daily growing 
colder, and who have no desire to live, but to liveto the Lord! 

Sinners, you never said, ‘‘ Whom have we in heaven but 
thee ?” These are words too high for you to understand, too 
sublime for your grovelling ideas and narrow hearts. Your fe- 
licity, if you have any, originates in things which perish in the 
using, which, when enjoyed, leave you dissatisfied and misera- 
ble, and which will soon be irrecoverably gone. O fools! when 
will you become wise? This world is a vast void, your souls 
are immortal. Eternity with all its realities is at hand; to 
whom then will ye flee for help, and where will ye leave your 
glory ? But hear, and your souls shall live. The gospel pre- 
sents a refuge for safety, and God himself as an everlasting 
fountain of felicity. O taste and see that our God is good, 
and that all are blessed who trust in him. Knowing this from 
experience, you will join with the devout psalmist in saying, 

**Whom have we in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
earth we desire besides thee !”” 





















and yet be a hypocrite. 

[The following observations are extracted from an essay on the character 
and conduct of Judas Iscariot, first published in the London Gospel Maga- 
zine, 1796. We think them worthy of a place in the Monitor, not from apy 
peculiar excellence which they possess, but because there is no danger that 
we should be too often put in remembrance not to be “ high minded but fear.”] 

1. To evince that aa can — egress: 8: Seas 
to his own designs, and bring truth to light, t veiled 
the darkest falsehood, I mean to propose Judas A merry 
proof of the truth of the Christian religion ; for Peter speaking 
of him, Acts i. 17, tells us, that David had prophesied he 
should have part of the ministry with them. The place re- 
ferred to is, Ps. lv. 13, which expresses the most intimate and 
affectionate acquaintance between him and Jesus. “It was 
thou a man mine equal, my guide, mine acquaintance. We 
took sweet counsel together, and went to the house of God in 
company. For it was not an enemy that brought a reproach 
upon me; then I could have borne it; neither was it he that 
did openly magnify himself against me, then I would have hid 
myself from him. The words of his mouth were smoother 
than butter, but war was in his heart; his words were softer 
than oil, yet were they drawn swords.” We are to consider 
Judas then as a kind of confident, to whom Jesus imparted all 
his intentions ; for it does not appear that our Lord was shy of 
him, or concealed any of his proceedings from him, except his 
transfiguration on the mount, Mat. xvii, to that glorious vision 
indeed, he admitted only those that had spiritual discernment. 
But asthis man was a familiar friend of our Lord’s, what if he 
had seen any wickedness, or that which prejudice might have 
construed into wickedness, in him? What if he had perceiv- 
ed, that the miracles of Christ were impositions upon the pub- 
lic, and that the people said to be healed by him were in a col- 
lusion with him, pretended only to be healed, and in fact had 
not the disorders said to be cured ? What if he had found out, 
that our Lord cast out devils, by Beelzebub the prince of de- 
vils ? What ifhe had known that Jesus, while he preached pu- 
rity before men, was in private a glutton, a drunkard, the 
friend and chosen companion of the wicked, and who mixed 
with them in their revels? What if he had had evidence, that 
while Jesus warned others of covetousness, he meant by his 
preaching to get money; or, that while he declaimed against 
ambition, his scheme when ripe was at length, in a sly man- 
ner, to lift himself into sovereignty, to subjugate the Romans, 
or expel them from the country’? In short, what if Judas 
could have fixed upon any ground of accusation whatever ’ 
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not ha’ din colourable salvo, for his 
duct in betrayi in? Woald'he net bave reck 
himself innocent, yea, rene it a meritorious action, to de- 
tect a false Christ, to fraud to t, and to open'up a 
tion by which the people were deluded? How opposite 
to all this was the testimony of Judas! Unreserved as Jesus 
had been before him, he had not one allegation to make. The 
guilt of his own treachery was aggravated by the blameless- 
ness of the person he had betrayed, as well as by the kind- 
nesses he had received from him. The burden was too weighty 
for his mind; it forced him to confess the innocence of the 
Lord Jesus and his own crime; and when he found that cun- 
fession of no avail, to save his master’s life, he threw down 
the reward he had obtained, and in despair finished his own 
bodily existence. This instance points out to them who are 
falsely accused for Christ’s sake, by what unlooked-for means 
God can bring their righteousness to light, and make their up- 
rightness as the noon-day, their most implacable enemies be- 
ing obliged to confess it, and made ashamed that they have 
falsely accused their good conversation in Christ. And does 
it not prove also, that our blessed Saviour was holy, harmless 
and undefiled ; who did no sin ; yea, in whom there was none, - 
neither was guile found in his mouth? May we not confident- 
ly rest on all he hath spoken, and all his word hath declared 
of him, as the faithful and true witness, when even Judas, his 
worst enemy, bears testimony to his truth? It is very plain 
that he did not mean to deceive; that there was no trick or 
juggle in any one of his miracles; that every thing he did, 
happened as related ; and that his whole life in the flesh was 
invariably spent, in preaching and practising that righteous- 
ness which he came te finish.— But while Judas proves this re- 
specting Christ, he stands himself an awful illustration, 

2. Of the extent a man may go to, in the out-works and 
profession of Christianity, and yet attain no higher than an hy- 
pocrite, to he selfdeceived and a deceiver of others. It is 
| ight at one time, think himself sin- 

intended to make a merit of it with his 
2 d le his all to follow him. His own good 
sense led him“to comgeive, that however Jesus was, in the in- 
fancy of his ministr iy de ised ar 
possible but he whe could 
them, rise ultimately 
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d rejected of men, it was im- 
ly miracles, must, by virtue of 
dice and malignity, rise una- 
voidably into fame and hotg ; or he expected, that he 
would, in due time, take to himself his great power, and reign 
visibly as king of the world. He judiged it prudent, therefore, 
to be the companion of his poverty, thiat he might with the bet- 
ter grace share the honours of his royjalty; and no doubt be 

























might at one time have esteen a ase 
sented him as a man of good natu ities ; and we are at 


suppose with these, many impressions of a 
po ne ePemrbled setigion. We read of some that “re- 
ceived the word with joy,” and yet, ‘endured but fora while,” 
which perhaps was the temper of his mind. 40 

That Judas could talk with a degree of propriety of the 


of them was satisfied, that what he did, was done with wisdom 
and rectitude, and that no one was so capable of discreetly 
managing their affairs as he was. It is enough to fill a consid- 
erate mind with trembling, to read his history, and reflect 
how far he advanced in this way. When our Lord gave the 
warning before-mentioned, at his last passover, and several 
exclaimed, “ Lord, is it 1??? none of them suspected whom he 
meant; they would have suspected all the world, nay their own 
selves, rather than him, the great, the gifted, the accomplished 
Judas. With him they could have trusted their lives, such 
was his prudence and reputed integrity. They could not think 
hardly of him were it only for this circumstance, that Jesus 
having dipped a sop in the dish, gave it in an obliging manner 
to him; for only John knew the actual meaning of what he 
did; they supposed, therefore, that the words, “ What thon 
doest do quickly,’ were, as usual, an order to prepare for their 
entertainment. What astonishment and horror seized their 
minds, to understand that this man, of whase mischievous de- 
signs they had no apprehension, was the villain that plotted 
their master’s death! But ah! How far may not a man go, 
without trath in the inward parts! The Apostle says, 1 Car. 
xii 2, * Though I have the gift of prophecy, or preaching, and 
OL. Vv 10 
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in rank or privileges, to rest short of Christ, and him m them 
the hope of glory, or what St. Paul calls “ Christ formed in us.”’ 
Gal. iv.19. Better be the poorest, the weakest and most foolish 
of Christ’s real disciples, than the most flourishing pretender, 
without the true grace of God. It is not to be able to talk about 
Christ and salvation. It is not to have good notions swimming 
in the head, and passing glibly over the tongue. It is not tc 
make a profession of religion, even in the best and most scrip- 
tural method, and to Sageue publicly for Christ. It is not 
even to preach the gospel, nor is it in any thing outward, that 
will substantially evidence us to belong to the Lord. God 
knows the heart, and whatever men do or do not think of us, 
we are most certainly that which God sees us to be. Those 
are heart-searching words of the Lord by Isaiah, ch. xl. 6, and 
they are applied by St. Peter to notions and professions of re- 
ligion, 1 Pet. i, 24, * All flesh is grass, and the glory of man 
as the flower of grass.”? Nothing will hold but a reoted ac- 
quaintance with the Saviour, producing faith in him, and work- 
ing by love to him; and I write these reflections out of an 
hearty concern for my readers, that they may not “be high 
minded but fear;” a fear indeed, which while it directs to 
circumspection over our own mninds, and admonishes us not to 
be carelessly contented with the false glare of religion, hath not 
discouragement for its object, but merely the settlement of the 
soul upon the firm and only foundation. 

3. Something therefore remains to be added, for caution 
and encouragement, in this particular. Judas isa proof of the 
sad effects of mere conviction of sin, and horror of conscience, 
without hope in the atenement of the bleeding Saviour ; in 
other words, an example of the nature and fatal consequences 
of despair, It is true that our Lord did say, before all bis dis- 
ciples, Matt. xxvi. 24, “ Woe unto that man by whom the 
Son of man is betrayed; it had been good for that man that 
he had not been born.” But if Judas was, for his sin, devoted 
to destruction, that despair which precipitated him into it, was 
not from the Lord; I mean it was nothing positive which God 
infused into him ; but he was, in jastice and in judgment, left 
to the natural workings of guilt in his own conscience, consist- 
ing of remorse but not repentance, and issuing in distraction 
and death. ‘To prove this, I assert, that Judas had outwardly 
no mofe to countenauce despair in him, than Peter had iv him, 
for the faglt which he fell into; nay, in some respects not so 



















general ; not to.one of the di 
as to Peter his master e 


cock crow thou shalt me neice 
did ma neccngunltiaiieet 
vowing the contrary—after boasting 


e had sinned past forgive- 
ness ? And what reason had Peter to deter him from commit- 
ting that last act of desperation, except that which distinguish- 
es a backsliding believer from a reprobate ; that inward prin- 
ciple which Jesus spoke of, when he said to him, “1 have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not,” and which, tho 

darkly, still looked up to the meek and merciful Saviour; could 
not part with a small degree of hope in him; but out of the 
depths of distress laid hold of the great salvation? Hence, if 
his steps were marked by tears, they were tears of genuine 
shame and contrition; if sorrow filled his heart and wounded 
his soul, during the repose of our Lord in the grave, it was a 
godly sorrow that wrought repentance unto life, that proceed- 
ed from the life of Christ, and worked by love to him ; still he 
kept company with the rest of the disciples, and was with them 
when our Lord sent the news of his resurrection. The cou- 
sequences of the state of each of these offenders is obvious ; 
Judas despaired and perished ; perhaps he buoyed himself up, 
for a time, with the idea, that by disclosing his treachery, he 
should undo the mischief he had been accessary to; but that 
prop failing, he was self condemned, but not converted; he 
sunk and went to his own place; Peter lay, a sinner, at the 
feet of Jesus, and soon Christ directed a message*particularly 
to him, “ Go tell my disciples, and tell Peter, that I go before 
him into Gallilee, and there expect to meet him;” more than 
which “ the Lord himself appeared unto Simon,” to comfort his 
dejected soul, and assure ‘im of his reconciliation and unceas- 
ing affection. The case of Judas, therefore, may serve for im- 
struction, that if unbelief works on some persons, to persuade 
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-carelessne in hope that all: will at last 
nay have in every 1 as an upon a 
ped. the ee. of grace, nn ing them, it pp pao 
_ to forget themselves in the indulgencies. of sin, (see Jer. 

ii. 25.) and, at all events, if persisted in, drowning. them in 
perdition. My soul, in all thy backslidings, with Peter, adhere 
to Jesus; from the deeps of distress lovk to him that saves to 
the uttermost ; to renounce the application for mercy, is to em- 
brace death and eternal ruin; but be not cast down or disqui- 


eted ; “ hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him, who isthe 
health of my countenance and my God.” 


— — 
AN ANTIDOTE AGAINST ARMINIANISM. 
BY CHRISTOPHER NESS. LONDON: Printed in the year 1700. 
{There is not, perhaps, a work extant, of the dimensions of this little book, 
which contains so complete a refutation of the whole Arminian System, in all 
its sophistry, guises and transformations. Its statements of the truth, are brief, 
but clear and definite—its arguments, conclusive and irresistible to all except 
the carnal and the prejudiced. We extract for the present number of the Mo- 
nitor the preface to the third edition, written by the Rev. John Andrews Jones: 
Also, “‘ Objections against the absolute decree of Predestination, answered.” p. 
59. Should these extracts meet the approbation of our readers, they will be 
followed by a few others from the same work. } 


To the militant Church of God; to them that are sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, called to be Saints; who in every place call 
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs, and 
mine: Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

DEARLY BELOVED — 

I esteem it a mark of peculiar favour from the Lord, to one 
so feeble, and so unworthy as I am, to be in his providence 
employed by him, in sending forth to the church, a Third Edi- 
tion Of this most incomparable treatise; this short compendi- 
um of incontestible truths. Even of truths which hath proved 
a support to my soul, a solace and comfort to my spirits, the few 
years I have known Christ, and have been travelling along a 
rough and an exercised path-way through this waste howling 
wilderness, to my heavenly home; to be at home with Jesus, 
to behold his glory ; tosee him face to face. 

This book will not relish with those who have any thing of 
their own. It will not do for such as eat their own bread, wear 
their own apparel, and who (because religion in this day, walk- 
eth in silver slippers, yea more, in golden sandals) find it con- 
venient to make an outward profession of Jesus, saying, ‘‘ only 
jet us be called hy thy name, to take away our reproach,” Isa- 
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iah iv. 1. The self righteous pharisee, who fasts twice in the 
week, whe sounds the trumpet when he bestows his alms, who 
performs his works to be seen of men, and who thanks.God 
that he is not as other men are, and especially, not “ as this pub- 
lican :”? with such versons this book will meet with a sorry re- 
ception, for what it contains wi ever prove Obnoxious to the 
pride of the human heart. 

Freewill and free grace are very opposites. ‘* Not unto us, 
not unto us, but to thy name give glory, for thy mercy and for 
thy truth’s sake ;”? when such language as this, proceeeds from 
the heart, it is the humble lispings forth of what can only be 
learned in the school of Christ, under the precious teachings of 
God the Holy Ghost. 

I know that the sovereignty of Jehovah; the free love of 
God in the choice of the church in Christ Jesus ; his divine 
predestination, as exeinplified in election and reprobation ; I 

.know by experience, that a statement of these glorious truths, 
cannot fail to draw forth the latent rancour of the unregenerate 
mind. Well, be itso, we join issue with the Apostle, and say, 
' Vea,” it is truth,itis yeas “ Yea let God be true, but every 
man a liar.” Rom. tii. 4. 

Let the case be stated in the bold nervous language of: the 
great Toplady, let the question be put in his strong energetic 
manner: * And what indeed is PREDESTINATION, but God’s de- 
terminate plan of action? and whut is providence, but the evo- 
‘ution of that plan? In hisdeeree, God resolved within himself, 
what he would do, and what he would permit to be done: by his 
providence, this effective and permissive will, passes into exter- 
nal act, and has its positive accomplishment. So that the pur- 
pose of God, as it were, draws the outlines, and providence lays 
on the colours, Whatthat designed, this completes ; what that 

ordained, this executes _Predestination is analogous to the 

mind and intention; providence, to the hand and agency, of 
the artificer, The Lord is incapable of mistake, he knows no 
levity of will. He cannot be surprised with any unforeseen in- 
conveniences. His throne is in heaven, and his kingdom rul- 
eth over all. God’s sovereign will is the first link; his unal- 
terable decree, is the second ; and his all-active providence, the 
ibird 5 in the great chain of causes. What his will determin- 
ed, that his decree established, and his providence (either me- 

‘liately or immediately) effects. His will, was the adorable 

spring of all; his decree, marked out the channel; and his 
providence, directs the stream. Of this I am assured, that echo 
doesnot reverberate sound so punctually, as the actual dispo- 
sal of things answers to God’s predetermination concerning 
ihem. ‘This cannot be denied, without dethroning providence, 
and setting up fortune in.its room, There is no alternative, 


t defy all the sophistry of man, to strike out a middle way. 
1L0* 


be 
nf 
if 
Fe 
t 
bt 
‘ 











: ~ > “ 
vores ew == - 








114 


He that made all things, either directs all things he has made, 
or has consigned them over to chance. But, what is chance ¢ 
a name for nothing. Arminianism, therefore, is atheism. 

Tam fully aware, that the Lord hath cast my lot to live ina 
day, in which the great truths of the gospel are piaced but lit- 
tle store by. Allen Christ, and all by Christ, .and all through: 
Christ ; and nothing in, and by, and through, the creature ; is 
too humiliating ; itlays the creature too low ; it militates against 
mas being aco-worker! O for a naked sinner to come to a 
naked Jesus! as one of the old worthies used to say. Aye, 
for such to come, irrespective of all he is the subject of, either 
good or bad ; to come to Christ, and by a sheer act of precious 
faith, to cast his ALL on Jesus, for time and for eternity ; and 
to receive him as he is made of the father unto the church; 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion; and to glory in Christ alone; yes, this is blessedness in- 
deed. *Tis heaven begun below. 

Should these, my poor introductory remarks, meet the eye 
of any of the Lord’s ministers, (I have my mind directed to 
no peculiar sect or party, name or denomination) but should 
any whom the Lord hath sent outin a public character, having 


previously taken them into the stripping-room, removed from 


them their own raiment, and clothed them with Jesus’ robe: I 
say should any of these take up this little book ; a poor unwor- 
thy trembling trumpeter, hath a sounding message for such. 
It is this—Remember that Israel’s valiant ones are to be found 
surrounding the bed of Solomon, which is the church; all of 
them holding swords, being expert in war; every man having 
his sword upon his thigh, because of fear: in the night. In 
these days of awful departures from the faith, consider it es 
your highest honour to stand fast without wavering. “O Tim- 
othy (says Paul) keep that which is committed to thy trust.” 
1 Tim. vi. 20. that good thing, (that blessed depositum) which 
was committed unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghost which dwel- 
leth in us. 2 Tim. i. 14. Aim to have a full apprehension and 
knowledge of the truth, and that upon its own proper grounds, 
and principles; and part not with one grain of God’s precious . 
truth, no not for the dearest friend upon earth. Have nothing 
to do with the wrists of men, be careless of the pulse of their 
inclinations; fear not their frowns, court not their smiles. 
“‘ Do I seek to please men? (saith the Apostle) if I yet pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” Gal.i. 10. Every 
thing that is contrary to, and against the word of God, you must 
oppose. And Arminianism or freewill, is contrary thereto, 
Be not engaged then, in lopping off a few of the upper branch- 
es, but, let the axe be laid to the root of the tree; for remem- 
ber that “ Arminianism and Pelagianism, (which is all one) is 
‘he very life and soul of Ropery.” 
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Holy Dr. Owen, in a solemiy at the ordination of 


inister, in 1682, enly : 
fear ‘there is much léss of ‘ruth, mart deh spe 


for want of ability, but rived of love. Uhnew the cnt 
we had for the iruths uf the gospei, before our national 
began; and was an early perso prveraley a 00 petay «Py ee 
those godly ministers, that did contend for truth, as for their lives 
and souls: and that all the opposition that was made agua 
them, was never able to discourage them. And what 
those doctrines, for which they contended ? The Fil tt of 
eternal predestination, effectual conversion to God, and, the 
obduration of wicked reprobates by the providence of God. 
‘These truths are not lost for want of shill, but for want of love. 
We scarce hear one word of them now. ‘Weare alinost eibita- 
ed to mention them in the church. And he that doth preach 
them, will be sure to expose himself to public obloquy and 
scorn. But we must not be ashamed of the truth. Formerly we 
could not meet with a godly minister, but the error of Armi- 
nianism was looked upon by him, as the ruin and poison of 
the souls of men. Such godly men did tremble at it, wrote, 
and disputed against it: but now itis not so. ‘Now, though we 
tacitly own the doctrines of the gospel, the love of them seems 
greatly decayed, and the power thereof almost lost. But we 
have got no ground by it; we are not more holy, more fruitful, 
than we were when we preached those truths, and attended 
diligently untothem. Remember thése truths [of eternal = 
destination,* particular redemption, effectual calling, and. 
perseverance] were the life of the Reformation ; and they i. 
the soul and life of those whu are gone home before us: the 
found the power and comfort of them in life, and in death also ; 
and they now find the truth of them in glory! Let us then, 
for the remainder of our days, buy the truth, and sell it not.”’ 
My dear reader! surely the poor addings of any thing of 
imine to the above, will be only like holding a candle to the 
sun. Methinks I would most cheerfully retire into the back-’ 


* “ The eternal predestination of ighty God, that fountain of all festeal 
blessings, of all the effects of God’s love derived to us through Christ; 
molishing of this nocx of our salvation, hath been the chief endeavour * of all the 
permet Se te You pone And this is their rinst attempt to attain 
their SECOND p , that of building a tower (a Babel, Gen. ix. 
4) from the top S Cherosl they apr d mount isto heaven, whose FOUNDATION is 
nothing but the sanp of their own FREEWILL and ENDEAVOURS. Our Amnini- 
ans have invented a multitute of new notions, and terms, to ae the doc- 
trine: “Election, they say, is either legal or 
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ground, and let such old champions come farward, such vene- 
rable fathers, such real doctors in divinity, as Owen and Gill, 
who being dead yet speak: I would arise and stand up, in 
their presence, I would refrain from talking, and lay mine hand 
on my mouth. é 

I am far from agreeing with the editor of a recent edition of 
Dr. Owen’s “Display of Arminianism,” who in his preface 
says, “ It was particularly seasonable at the time of its [first] 
publication, as the points discussed were then greatly disputed ; 
{but that] the controversy to which it refers, has, in some de- 
gree changed its aspect; and whenever it is now agitated, 
turns upon other points, than those contained in this book.” 
No, no, the enemy may have shifted his ground; but the dark 
aspect of Arminianism is not changed. And it may be said 
thereof, as of Amalek, Because the hand of Amalek, ts against 
the THRONE of the Lord, therefore, the Lord hath sworn, that the 
Lord will have war with Amalek, from generation to generation.’ 
Exod. xvii. 16. [marginal reading. ] 

Well said the wise man “ There is no new thing under the 
sun, Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is 
new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us.”’ 
Eccles. i. 10. Modern Arminianism, is but ancient Pelagian- 
ism, which reared itself up in the second century; and Pela- 
gianism is Popery, and Popery is freewill. Tis all one. 

I have lately read, with great searchings of heart, Dr. Gill’s 
{utroduction tu his Body .of Divinity; written now more than 
fifty years ago. Surely he must mean our times, and not his. 
“The pernicious influence of Sabellian and Arminian errors, 
has indeed drawn a veil over the glory of the Reformation, and 
the doctrines of it. ‘The doctrines of pure revelation are al- 
most expleded; and some are endeavouring to bring us, as fast 
as they can, into a state of paganism, only somewhat refined, 
isis a day of darkness, and gloominess ; the darkness is grow- 
ing upon us, and night may be expected; though tor our relied, 
itis declared “ that at evening-time it shall be light.” Almost 
ull the OLD HERESIES are revived, under a fond and foolish no- 
‘ion of NEW LIGHT; When they are no other than what have 
been confuted over and over ; and men plegse themselves that 
they are their own inventions, when they ate the devices of Sa- 
tan, with which he has deceived men, once and again. And 
when men leave the sure word, the only rule of faith and prac- 
tice, and follow their own fancies, and the dictates of their car- 
nal minds, they must needs go wrong, and fall into labyrinths, 
out of which they cannot find their way. “ To the law, and to 
the testimony ; if they speak not according to this word, it is, 
because there is No LIGHT in them.” 

The lawless and the disobedient; those who have the truths 
»f Ure gospel in their heads, and are destitute uf the grace of 
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those truths in their hearts; will find nothiog in this book to 
encourage. them to live in sin, that grace may abound. No. 
God forbid. The truths of God are holy truths; and the Holy 
Spirit who alone leadeth the elect family spiritually to appreci- 
ate the precious blessings thereof, leads them through these, 
into the paths of holiness and righteousness, for his name’s sake. 
The love of God shed abroad in the heart, produces love to 
God, to his word, his ways, his worship, his people, and his 
commandments. Holiness of heart and life, is the blessed ef- 
fect of electing grace, Holiness of life, is also secured in, and 
flows from, a sense of interest in the covenant of grace: and 
the very design of our Lord Jesus Christ in giving himself for 
us, was, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
us to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works, 

And now reader! if thou art one of those whom the Spirit 
hath caused to pass under the rod, and brought into the bonds 
of the covenant; if renewed in the spirit of your mind, and 
born again, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, ner of the 
will of man, but of God: I then trust, that under the teachings 
of the same ever blessed Spirit, this little treatise will be a 
means of establishing and building you up in your most holy 
faith. That so, being rooted and grounded in love and truth, 
you tay be able to comprehend with all saints, what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and heighth; and to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God. 

Now unto him that is of power to establish you, and is able 
io do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us: Unto him be glo- 
ry, in the church, by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end.—.Amen. 


ereeeeeeee ete 


Objections against the Absolute Decree of Predestination, 
Answered. 


Having stated and proved the doctrine of absolute divine pre- 
destination: Having also considered, and (I trust) scripturally 
refuted the Arminian’s notion thereof, that it is conditional: I 
shall now, thirdly, answer a few of the principal objections 
brought by them against the divine and absolute decree of un- 
conditional predestination. 

The Arminians deal with this doctrine, as the heathen em- 
perors did with the primitive christians in the ¢en first persecu- 
tions; who wrapped them up in the skins of beasts, and then 
exposed them to be torn in pieces by their fierce ban-dogs: 
So do the ArmrnrANns with this greattrura. They first dress 
itup in an ugly shape with their own false glosses upon it, and 
then let fly at it one cynical sarcasm after another, saying, 
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“ This doctrine of absolute predestination goes to accuse and 
charge Ged with injustice, dissimulation, hypocrisy, &c. &c. 

Objection 1. Of Injustice, in giving to equal persons unequal 
things ; contrary to that Scripture which saith, that God is no 
respecter of persons. Acts x. 34. 

Answer 1. This was objected against Paul’s doctrine, Rom. 
ix. 14. ‘ What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness,” 
is there injustice, “ with God? God forbid.” And seeing the 
Apostle brings it in, as the cavil of carnal reason against God’s 
decree, we have therefore sufficient ground to reject it. God 
must not lose the honour of his righteousness, because the rea- 
son of it appears not to our shallow understandings. Wemay 
not reprehend what we cannot comprehend. The justice of 
God must not be measured by the standard of our reason; what 
is this but speaking wickedly for God, and talking deceitfully 


for him, Job xiii. 7. and plainly robbing him of all righteous- 


ness that is not consonant with our model. 

2. God is righteousness itself, and so darkness may sooner 
come from the sun (which is the fountain and source of light) 
than any unrighteous act from God. God’s ways are always 
equal, though men think otherwise of them, “ Yet ye say, The 
way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel, 
Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?” Ezek. 
xviii, 25. and though they be sometimes secret and +e find- 
ing out, as Rom. xi. 33. yet they are always just. Gods will, 
is the rule ruling ; but not as regulated by man’s depraved rea- 
son. As God is the origin of all good ; so is he also the foun- 
tain of justice and equity. God is too kind to do us harm, and 
too just to do us wrong. 

3. Jacob and Esau were equal in the womb, yet had an unequa/ 
disposing decree concerning them ; this was God’s right and 
power todo. This the Apostle demonstrates, ist. from Moses’ 
testimony, Exod. xxxiii. 16—19. ‘I will make all my good- 
ness pass before thee; I will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before thee. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 
will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.” It is his right 
todoso. And 2dly from the example of the Potter who hath 
power over his pots, yet less than God over his creatures. 
Now that which the pot cannot de with the Potter, that man 
may not do with his maker. But the pot (supposing it could 
speak ) could not blame the Potter, of injustice, in appointing 
equal lumps to unequal ends. 

4. God’s decree is not an act of justice, but of lordship 
and sovereignty. Justice always presupposes debt; but God 
(who was perfect in himself from all eternity) could not be a 
debtor to man, who had his all from God: The decree is not a 
matter of right and wrong, but of free favour ; grace is God’s 
own, he may do what he will with it. “Ts it not lawful for me 
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to do what I will with mine own? is thine eye evil, because 
i am good?” Mat. xx. 15. Ifhe give grace to some and not 
to others, it isno wrong io him, that is not bound to give it to 
any. 

God isnot a respecter of persons, because he doth not chuse 
men for their work’s sake. It was before Jacob and Esau had 
done either good or evil. He finds all alike, and nothing to 
cast the balance of his choice but his own mere good pleasure. 
God is a free agent, and under no law in giving grace. 

Objection 2. Of Cruelty; as if God were worse to his crea- 
tures than tigers to their young; than rat catchers, who stop 
up all holes, and then hunt them with their dogs, &c. &c.* 

Answer 1. This is charging God foolishly, seeing no act of 
God can be a means to damn men, but men’s own acts are 
the cause thereof; to wit, the fulfilling their own lusts. As 
reprobation gives not such a grace as infallibly to make them 
hetter, so it works nothing in them whereby they are made 
WOrse. 

2. Tis a mere fallacy, as if the decree of non-election was 
the procuring cause of man’s damnation. SIN is the cause of 
damnation, but reprobation is NOT the cause of sin. David's 
order to Solomon, concerning Joab and Shimei, was not the 
cause why either the one or the other came to an untimely 
end; but it was treason against Solomon in Joab, and running 
from Jerusalem in Shimei, which procured their deaths. 1 
Kings ii. 5. 28. 40. 42. 

3. "Tis a false hypothesis, to suppose that God in the de- 
cree of reprobation, doth by as effectual means intend to bring 
men to damnation ; as in the decree of election to bring others 
to salvation: For salvation is a favour not due to any, so God 
may absolutely give or deny it ; but damnation isa punishment : 
so hath relation to a fault. Means to salvation are the gift of 
free grace, but damnation comes of man’s own voluntary sin, 


* This was a favourite objection urged by the late Mr. Wesley, against the 
sovereignty of God; who compared the doctrine of absolute fa meer to 
that of casting a man bound into the midst of a house, setting that house on fire. 
and then calling out to the man to orrape for his life: “I would gladly, but can- 
not, cries the man, for Iam bound.” Is not this specious argument COMPLETE- 
LY ANSWERED in the replies to objections 2and 3.! Dear reader! May the Lord 
give thee well to ponder on these replies. May the Lord anoint thine eyes 
with eye salve! e doctrine of the rreEDom of the wit is an all-important 
point. It ee an to me, that these Pages (60 to 70) contain, as it were, the 
CREEM, yeathe very MaRgow of the book. Here it allhinges. It is, who shall 
he Lord and master? God or man. Who shall be on the throne? God or man. 
O the folly, the folly of asominaBte and FILTHY man, who drinketh iniquity 
like water, to stretch out his hand against Gop; to strengthen himself against 
the ALmMicuty: to run upon Him, even on his neck, upon the thick bosses of 
418 buckler—who stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain; sitteth upon the 
eircle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as GRAssnorpers: That 
bringeth the princes to nothing, that maketh the judges of the earth as vanity: 
blowiug upon them and they wither, and the whirtwind shall take them avat 
asstabble. See Job xy, and Isaiah x1 
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and is the fruitor wagesthereof. ‘ The wages of sin is death: 
but the gift of God, is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Rom. vi. 23. It is Ged that fitteth Peter for salva- 
= but Judas fits himself for damnation. 

Should God constrain the creature to sin, and then damn 
him for it, he delighteth in the destruction of his creature, 
contrary to Ezek. xviil.23 .and xxxiii. 11. God did not thrust 
Adam into his sin, as, after he Hap sinned he thrust him out 
of Paradise. Man’s punishment is from God as a judge; but 
man’s destruction is from himself asa sinner. Let it be re- 
peated, that man’s sin came freely from himself. 

Objection 3. It is objected against the absolute decree, That 
it makes God guilty of dissimulation ; in calling upon such as 
are under the negative part thereof, to repent, &c. just as if 
God should bid men, whose eyes he had closed, to judge of 
colours; or whose feet he had bound, to rise up and walk. 

Answer 1. The non-elect’s not repenting, is not only from 
want of power, [‘‘ No man can come unto me, except the Fa- 
ther draw him’ John vi. 44. but also from want of will. ‘ Ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have life.” Jonn v. 40. 
None are damned because they can do no better, but, because 
they will do no better. If there were no will, there would be 
no hell: And this will be the very hell of hells, that men have 
been, felo de se, self-destroyers. 

2. Man had a power in Adam. God gave him knowledge in 
his understanding, rectitude in his will, and purity in his affec- 
tions: These are all Jost by the fall. God must not lose his 
authority to command, because man by reason of sin hath lost 
his ability to obey. 

3. May it not be more truly said, that it is the Arminians whe 
charge God with folly and dissimulation, by their representing 
him as disappointed in his purpose, and by their bringing him 
in as speaking thus; ‘I do indeed earnestly desire to save you, 
but ye so hinder, that I cannot do what I desire; I would, ii 
ye would; therefore seeing I am, by you, frustrated of my in- 
tention, I will change my purpose of saving you, and my con- 
seqnent will, shall beadetermination to destroy you.” Sosaid 
Verstius, the Arminian, “* Things may happen, that may bring 
God to grief, having tried all things in vain!” Ah, this is 
speaking with the dleoran, ‘‘God and his angels wish well to 
Mahomet, but cannot free him from death.” And with the 
blind Talmud,* “That God lamented over fallen man, and 
over the burnt temple, pouring out two tears every day into 
the ocean; and for grief smiting his breast with both his 
hands!” 


* See Dr. Owen on thte Hebrews, page 73: 
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A. But there is another view to be taken here. When God 
giveth command to spiritual acts, he granteth power to obey the 
same. So it was, when Christ bade the man to stretch out the 
withered hand ; and Lazarus to come forth out of the grave. 
The call and command of God, is the conduit-pipe of strength 
and ability. 

Objection 4, God’s decree cannot be absolute and infallible, 
because it might have been frustrated by the possibility of Adam’s 
standing. 

Answer 1. Adam’s standing was possible respecting himself, 
but not respecting God. Tosay that Adam might not have 
sinned, is a categorical and simple proposition, and will hold 
good, Adam being considered in himself as clothed with the 
freedom of his will: and to say also, that it» could not be but 
that adam would sin, is equally true, considering Adam as sub- 
ordinate to the decree of God, determining what Adam would 
do out of the freedom of his own will. 

2. Asit respects man, Adam might have stood as well as 
fallen: for God gave not his creature a /aw only, but also fur- 
nished him with power sufficient to keep that law, if he would ; 
and if man had not been mutable, he had been God and not 
man. Immutability is an attribute of God, whereby he is dis- 
tinguished from all created beings. Yet as it respects God, it 
was not possible man should stand; for in God’s decree it was 
certain, that man being left to the mutability of his own will 
(upon Satan’s tempting, and Ged’s permitting) would volunta- 
rily incline to evil. Therefore Adam sinned freely in respect 
of himself, but necessarily in respect of God. He acted as 
freely therein as if there had been no decree, and yetas infal- - 
libly as if there had been no liberty. God’s decree took not 
away man’s liberty ; man in the fall, while fulfilling the Decree 
of God, yet freely exercised the proper motions of his own will. 

3. Thus then, God by decreeing Adam’s sin, did not sub- 
tract from Adam any Grace that he had, for he decreed that he 
should sin voluntarily. He diminished not that power with 
which he was endued. only he super-added not that Grace 
whereby Adam would infallibly not have fallea ; which Grace. 
was no way due to man, neither was God bound to bestow it on 
him. Sothat Adam might stand, in respect of himself; yet 
certainly fall, in respect of God. The Jews might have bro- 
ken Christ’s bones, in respect of their own free-will in such ac- 
tions, yet was it not possible they should do so; for, “nota 
hone of him shall be broken.” John xix. 36. It was possible. 
ina sense, that Christ should be delivered from his Passion, 
by legions of Angels (Matt. xxvi. 53.) but how then shall the 
Seriptures be fulfilled, that thus it musty be? ver-54. “Tt was 
possible, in respect of the thing, that God might have pardon- 
ed sinners without a Christ; but impossible, in as much as 
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God had decreed Christ to be the ransom. To argue on the 


Arminian hypothesis of free-will, ‘tis possible none may be 
saved, ornone damned ; and then, either Heaven or Hell would 
be superfluous. 


Objection 5. The Predestinarians cannot agree about stating 
their Decree ; some stating it before the Fall, as the Supra-lap- 
sarians ; and others after the Fall, as the Sub-lapsarians. 

Answer 1. The Arminians by the law of retaliation may be 
called Submortuarians, for their holding no full election tili 
men die; and Post-destinarians, for placing the eternal decree 
behind the race of man’s life. Surely when believers die, they 
are the subjects of glorification not of election. Christ should 
have said Sin this hypothesis) tothe penitent thief, this day 
thou shalt be FULLY ELECTED, not, thou shalt be with me in Par- 
adise. And may they not also be stiled Re-lapsarians, for say- 
ing that the elect may totally and finally fall away; and that 


he who is a child of God to-day, may be a child of the Devi! 
to-morrow ? 


2. Those notions of Sub and Supra, are but human concep- 
tions of the order of the decree, which so far transcends oui 
understanding, that our weak capacities cannot comprehend it, 
but after the manner of men. ‘Those several states of man, 


before and after the fall, are not in the divine understanding, 
as they are in ours, by a succession of acts, one after another ; 
but, God by one single act, orders all things; and the Divine 
Idea in the decree, 1s a representation of all those states at 
once. They are not Subordinanda, but Co-ordinanda ; not this 
after that, but altogether in one instant of eternity.* 


* Supra-lapsarians and Sub-lapsarians.—It hath beena question in the Church, 

“* Whether men were considered, in the mind of God, in the decree of elec 
tion, as fallen or unfallen; as in the corrupt mass, through the fall; or in the 
pure mass of creatureship, previous to it, andasto be created. There are some 
that think the LatreR, so considered, were the objects of election in the di- 
vine mind; who are called Supra-lapsarians: On the other hand there are those, 
whose minds lead them to adopt the ForMER, who are stiled Sub-lapsarians, 
and these are for men being considered as created and fallen, in the decree of 
election. The arguments used on both sides are many; but the DIFFERENCE 
is not so great as may be thought at firstsight; for norm AGREE IN THE MAIN, 
AND MATERIAL THINGS, IN THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. As,—l. That it is 
ersonal and particular, is of persons by name, whose names are written im the 
b’s book of life —2. That it is absolute and unconditional, aot depending 
on the will ofmen, nor on any thing to be done by the creature. 3. That it is 
wholly owing to the will an = of God ; and not to the faith, holiness, 
obedience, and good works of men; norto a foresight of all or any of these.—4. 
That both elect andnon-elect, are considered alike, and are upon an equal foot- 
ing in the decree of Predestination; as those that are for the corrupt mass, they 
suppose that they were both considered in it equally alike; so that there was 
nothing in the one, that was not in the other, which was a reason why the one 
should be chosen, and the other left; so those that are for the pure mass, sup- 
pose both to be considered in the same, and as not yet born, and having done 
neither good nor evil.—5. That it is an eternal act in God, and not temporal; 
or which commenced in time, but fromall eternity. For itis not the opinion 
of the sub-lapsarians, that God passed the decree of election, after men 
were actually created and fallen; only, that they were considered in the divine 
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Objection 6. Absolute Election makes men remissin Duty ; 
saying, What need or use is there of Good Works? Let me live 
as Ilist, if I am elected to salvation, I shall certainly be saved. 

Answer 1. God’s decree establishes means; it doth not only 
ordain the end, but the means to that end; and one is never 
separated from the other. God decrees that the earth shall 
be fruitful ; this doth not exclude, but includes, that the sun 
must shine upon it, showers must water it, and the husband 
man must till it, as his God instructs him. Isa. xxviii. 26. God 
decrees that fifteen years shall be added to Hezekiah’s life ; 
this made him neither careless of his health, nor negligent of 
his food; he said not ‘‘ though [ run into the fire, or into the 
water, or driak poison, I shall nevertheless live so long ;” but 
natural providence, in the due use of means, co-worketh so, as 
to bring him on to that period of time pre-ordained for him.— 
Man’s industry is subservient to God’s decree; ’tis called the 
life of our hands. Isa. lvii, 10. We may not tempt the Lord 
our God. 

2. The golden chain hath so linked the means to the end, 
and Sanctification in order to Salvation, that God doth infalli- 
bly stir up the elect to the use of the means, as well as bring 
them to the end by tne means. “ Brethren, beloved of the 
Lord; Ged hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and, belief of the truth.” 2 
Thess. ii. 13. “I will sprinkle clean water upon you, aad ye 
shall be cleau; from all your filthiness, and from all your idols 
will Tcleanse you. A new heart also will Igive you, a new 
spirit will I put within you; I will take the stony heart out of 


—_ from all eternity, in the decree of election, as if they were created and 
fallen. 

Therefore, though they differ in the consideration of the object of election, 
as, thus and thus diversified, yet they arree in the thing itself. And wherein 
they differ, they eo to differ, as they should, and not charge one another with 
unsoundness, and heterodoxy; for which there is no reason. Calvin was for 
the corrupt mass ; Beza, who was co-pastor with him in the Church at Geneva, 
and also his successor, was for the pure mass; and yet they both lived in great 
peace, love, and harmony. The Contra-remonstrants in Holland, when Armi- 
nianism first appeared among them, were not agreed in this Point; some took 
one side of the question, and some the other; but, THEY BOTH UNITED AGAINST 
tHE COMMON ADVERSARY THE ARMINIANS Dr. Twiss, who was as great a 
phi" 3 gentry as perhaps ever was, and carried things as high as any man 
ever did, and as closely studied the point, and as well understood it, and per- 
haps better than any one did, and yet he confesses that it was only apex Loar- 
cus, a point in logic; and that the difference only lay in the ordering and rang- 
ing the decrees of God. For my own part, I think sorn may be taken in; 
that in the decree ofthe end, the ultimate end, the glory of God, for which He 
does all things, men might be considered in the divine mind, as creable, not 
yet created and fallen; and, that in the decree of the means, which among other 
things, takes in the mediation of Christ, redemption by him, and the sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit; they might be considered as created, fallen, and sinful; 
which these things imply. Nor does this suppose separate acts, or decrees, in 
God; or any priority, or posteriority, in them; which, in God, are but one 
and TOGETHER: but, our finite minds are obliged to consider them, one after 
another, not being able to take in together, and at once.” Extract from Dr. 
‘71LL’s body of divinity, book 2. chap. 2. on Election. 
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your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 1 will pur 
my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. Then shall 
ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were 
not good, and shall loathe yourselves in your own sight,for your 
iniquities, and for your abominations.” Ezek. xxxvi. 25—31. 
Those in whom the Lord hath put his Spirit, let them live as 
they dtst, and I am very sure they will live godly lives. 

3. The Arminian eternal prescience infers as absolute a cer- 
tainty, and necessity of events, as our predestination doth ; 
and men may argue thus from their grounds, If I be eternally 
foreseen to believe, I shall believe and be saved. And the con- 
trary yet further, they teach men to say, J can repent when I 
will; Imay be elected whenever I please, though I at present live 
in lewdness, for [have a tree-will to repent even on my death- 
bed, so I may be saved if [think proper. Tuts 1s Tue DocTrine 
THAT WILL MAKE MEN REMISS IN DUTY! But, for an elect soul, 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, to read the heart of his 
covenant God towards him, as loving him everlastingly, abso- 
lutely, and peculiarly ; and in consequence of his everlasting 
unchangeable love, bestowing on him, and giving for him, his 
best gift, even Jesus Christ; let him live as he listeth, this will 
be his language, aye and his practice aise, “ For me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. T love thee, because thou hast first 
loved me; I am constrained thereto by the all-powerful influ- 
ences of thy grace; this fleeting world can now afford nothing 
satisfactory to me, I shall never be satisfied ti]l Iam absent from 
the body and present with the Lord, till I awake up with thy 
likeness, Phil. i. 21, 1 Johniv.19. 2 Cor. v. 14,15. Psal. 
xvii. 15. 

Objection 7. The doctrine of absolute reprobation, makes 
men desperate; Let me do what Ican, I shall be damned, Iam 
under @ fatak necessity. 

Answer {. This is to suck poison out of a sweet flower; to 
dash against the rock of ages; to stumble at the word, where- 
unto they were appointed. 1 Pet. ii. 8. Why hath God order- 
ed all things by an absolute decree for ever? I[t is that men 
should fear before him. Eccles. iii. 14. God acteth freely, as 
the first cause ; and man freely, as the second ; in concurrence, 
and not by constraint, 

2. This objection is well answered inthe 17th Article of the 
Church of England. “For curious and carnal persons, lack- 
ing the spirit of Christ,’'to have continually before their eyes 
the sentence of God’s Predestination, is a most dangerous down- 
fal; whereby the Devil doth thrust them either into despera- 
tion, or into wretchlessness of most unclean living, no less pe- 
rilous than desperation.” tae 

3S. Noman may judge himself a reprobate in this life, and 
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30 grow desperate ; for final disobedienc (the infallible 
aa of reprobation) cannot be neta Fe We 
are not to question the secret will of God, but to pay attention 
to his revealed will. CSTR F * 

4. The Arminian doctrine [Ged foresaw what good courses 
I would take, of my free-will, so did elect me] is miserable com- 
fort to one whose heart is privy to myriads of departures from 
God. It was well said by the Psalmist, “ Who canu 
his errors? Who can tell how oft he offendeth? Cleanse thou 
me from secret faults.” Psal. xix. 12. 

To tell men (as the Arminians do) that they may be Justi- 
fied and Sanctified, and God’s children all but Glorification, 
and yet after this, may become reprobates, and be damned in 
the end, is desperate doctrine indeed. It is theirs which is the 
desperate doctrine; whereas our doctrine is only liable to 
false inferences from carnal personas 3 from such persons as drew 
false conclusions trom our Lord’s words, and said, “ Who then 
can be saved?” Luke xviii. 26. Such inferencesare not fair- 


ly deduced, but corrupt consequences drawn from good prem- 
ises. 


God’s ways are just, his counsels wise, 
No darkness can prevent his eyes; 

No thought can fly, nor thing can move, 
Unknown to Hm that sits above. 


He in the thickest darkness dwells, 
Performs his works, the cause conceals ; 
But though his methods are unknown, 
JupemMEN?T and TRUTH support his Throne. 


In heaven, and earth, and air, and seas, 
He executes his FIRM DECREES, 

And, by his Saints it stands confess’d, 
That what He does, is ever Best. 


Wait then, my soul, submissive wait, 
Prostrate before his awful seat; 

And, midst the terrors of his rod, 
‘Trust in a wise and gracious God, 


——f>-— 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE, 


if the following paper, on a subject in which all are most deeply interested, 
can be of ary use to your readers, you are welcome to insert it in your Evan- 


elical Repository. 
: E 4 am a warm wellwisher to your Magazine, 
Senex Monisunnvs. 


WHY MUST SAINTS, AS WELL AS SINNERS, DIE’ 


In order to a comfortable solution of this important enquiry, 


it may be necessary to propose and answer some collateral 
questions, as, 


Question 1. Must all die? 
11* 
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Ans. Itis appointed to men, to all men, once to die. Heb. ix. 27. 
Persons may escape a variety of accidents and diseases; but 
not one, be he ever so healthful and cautious, can escape death. 
“‘ There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the 
spirit; neither hath he power in the day of death: and there is 
no discharge in that war, neither shall wickedness deliver those 
that are given to it.” Eccl. viii. 8. Nor shall godliness save 
those that are exercised to it. “O that they were wise, that 
they understood this, that they would consider their latter end !” 
Deut. xxxii. 29. When persons come to the verge of the grave, 
are just entering on the eternal state, they will find this to be 
the truest wisdom. 

Q. 2. Did not Enoch and Elijah escape death ? 

A. Yes; they did not undergo what we commonly call death. 
Enoch, we are told, “ walked with God, and he was not; for 
Gok took him.” Gen. v. 24. This is explained by the apostle 
in Heb. xi. 5. By faith Enoch was translated, that he should 
not see death; and was not found, because God had transla- 
ted him: for before his translation, he had this testimony that 
he pleased God.” God translated him, probably in some such 
manner as he afterwards translated Elijah. “ An it came to 
pass as they (viz. Elijah and Elisha) still went on, and talked, 
that behold there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 
and parted them both asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirl- 
wind into heaven.” 2 Kings ii. 11. These eminent and dis- 
tinguished saints escaped the death common tv other men. The 
union between their souls and bodies was not dissolved. ‘Their 
souls did not mount to heaven and leave their bodies dead 
corpses, to moulder into dust in the grave; but in their whole 
persons they went straight to heaven. Nevertheless, they cer- 
tainly underwent a change, fitting them for the heavenly world. 
Not only were their souls made perfect in holiness, but their 
bodies became such as those of all saints will be made in the 
resurrection at the last day. According to the apostle’s doc- 
trine in 1 Cor, xv. 42—44. “It is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in 
glory : It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power: Itis sown 
a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” Even as the bo- 
dies of those who are found alive at the second coming. of 
Christ, will also become ; as the apostle also has taught in the 
Sist and 52d verses of the chapter just now referred to. “ Be- 
hold, | shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump, (for the trumpet shall sound,) and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

Q. 3. Is the time of our death fixed ? 

A. We believe it certainly is. Solomon tells us, “ There is 
a time to be born, and atime todie.” Eccl, iii. 2. Job had no 
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doubt of this respecting himself, or any one else. “ His days 
are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou 
hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass.” Job xiv. 5.— 
The child who never saw the light, but expired in his mother’s 
womb, lived his appointed time. And Methuselah did not out- 
tive his. With reference to this sovereign appointment, it is 
said, “ Thou shalt come to thy grave ina full age, like as a 
shock of corn cometh in, in his season.” Job v.26. Persons, 
by intemperance and various acts of wickedness, may shorten 
the days which, according to the course of nature, they might 
otherwise have lived; in which respect, it is said, that “ bloody 
and deceitful men shall not live out half their days,” Psal. iv. 
23. But all the events leading to their death, as well as their 
death itself, fall under the unchangeable purpose of the Sove- 
reign Disposer of all things; not indeed to effect them, but to 
permit them ; which yet comes always infallibly to pass. 

Q. 4. Is not the time of our death notwithstanding quite un- 
certain to us? 

A. Yes. At the same time that it is absolutely certain to 
the infinite One, it is altogether uncertain to us. We only 
know that it is continually drawing nearer and nearer. “The 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Behold, the Judge standeth 
before the door.” Jam. v. 8,9. With what serious thought- 
fulness should this inspire all, even the youngest, the stoutest, 
the most healthful; but especially the aged, the infirm, the 
sickly ; that not merely every year, month, and day, but every 
hour and every moment, brings them nearer to their great and 
last change ; and what is still more important, either to heaven 
or hell. All therefore who reflect suitably upon their time, 
consider it as continually flying away. Job says, “ Man that 
is born of a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. He 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as 
a shadow, and continueth not.” Job xiv. 1,2. Nay, David, 
though a warlike prince, and a flourishing monarch, speaks of 
his time in full as striking terms as even afflicted Job. “ Be- 
hold,” says he, thou hast made my days as an hand-breadth, 
and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at 
his best state is altogether vanity.” Psal. xxxix. 5. The morn- 
ing will presently come, of which we will never see the even- 
ing. Our last pulse will soon beat; our last breath will ina 
very little be drawn. At the same time, there is not any 
thing we have less in our power than the time in which we 
must die. Persons may manage the present time for a varic- 
ty of things. They may say, if the Lord will, we will do this 
or that against such or such atime. But wo one can say, we 
will die against such a time; then, but not before. 


Q. 5. Why are we left at an uncertainty about the time of 
our death ? 
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A. It appears to be for these two important reasons. 1. 
‘To awaken every individual to make continual preparation for 
the all-interesting event... This is the reason assigned by our 
Lord himself. “Be ready: for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh.” Mat. xxiv.44. 2. It is not to 
make death more terrible than is needful for the parpose just 
now mentioned. Were the time of it certainly known, the 
sluggard would be sure to put off preparation till the period 
drew near. He would think he might with safety say, “ Yet 
a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to 
sleep.” Prov. vi. 10. And when the awful period did ap- 
proach, the terror of it would incapacitate for that calm and 
undisturbed consideration which persons might otherwise be 
capable of. Nay, were the time certainly known, it might 
perhaps be more than many of God’s dear, but feeble saints, 
could easily bear. The Lord knoweth our frame, he remem- 
bereth that we are dust: hence, in condescension to our weak- 
ness, he does not lay more burdens upon us than are needful 
for our spiritual and eternal profit. Nay, farther, were the 
time of persons’ death distinctry ascertained, it would certain- 
ly counteract the designs of providence in the government of 
the world. Providence wisely manages matters, so as to ex- 
cite all to diligence while it is in the power of their hands.— 
When our Lord comes to judgment, he will find the world as 
busy in all their affairs, asin any former peried. (Mat. xxiv. 
37—39.) But itis plain it could not be so, if the time of his 
coming were distinctly known. And were the time of his com- 
ing at death certainly known to any, it might have the same 
effect with them, at least in sume degree. 

Q. 6. Is not the manner of our death also very uncertain, 
and what does not at all depend on us? 

A. Most certainly: this is what we see every day. The lot 
of mankind is not more various in their lives than in their 
deaths. Some die a natural death, by disease or the decay of 
nature: and others a violent death, by the hands of men, or 
what is called accident. Some die suddenly, and are hurried 
into eternity without a moment’s warning: and others after 
long premonition, by a lingering disease, but such as is at 
length felt to be mortal. Some die in the full exercise of rea- 
son, quite aware of the momentous event: and others destitute 
of the exercise of reason in the delirium of a fever, or other- 
wise beside themselves. Some die at home, among their friends 
performing the kindest offices to them in their distress and 
last moments; and others die in a foreign land, among stran- 
gers or enemies who have little or no compassion on them.— 
Some die, amidst ull the comforts of life, to alleviate, so far as 
may be, the agonies of a death-bed; and others die destitute 
of almost every comfortable or even convenient accoummode- 
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tion. Some die full of the terrors of the Lord, under fearful 
forebodiags of the wrath which is to come; and others die un- 
der strong presumptions of all being well with them, without 
dreading what they deserve till they feel it. Some even of 
God’s dear saints die under the hidings of his face, and the 
frowns of his providence; and others die full of the joys and 
comforts of the Holy Ghost, and have an abundant entrance 
ministered to them into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Some die while they lie under no small 
scandal and reproach, sometimes justly and sometimes unjust- 
ly; and others die with a good name for having served their 
generation according to the will of God. And all this depends 
on the sovereign controul of the Supreme Disposer of all things. 

Q. 7. Is the difference between the death of the righteous, 
and that of the wicked, such as atall times to be perceptible to 
spectators ? 

A. By no means. As to Christless sinners, it may be as 
represented by Asaph. There are no bands in their death ; 
but their strength is firm. They are not in trouble as other 
men; neither are they plagued like other men. Therefore 
pride compasseth them about as a chain,” (Psal. ixxiii. 4—6,) 
to their very lastbreath. And the most precious saints may, 
even in their dying moments, be in the case of which Heman 
so bitterly complains. I am afilicted and ready to die, from 
my youth: while I sufier thy terrors, I am distracted.” Psal, 
Ixxxviii. 15. So we are by all means to hold by what Solomon 
teaches. ‘* No man knoweth either love or hatred, by all that 
is before them.” Eccles. ix. 1. 

Q. 8. Is there not, however, the greatest possible difference 
between the death of the righteous and the death of the 
wicked ? 

A. Undoubtedly there is. “The wicked is diiven away 
in his wickedness ; but the righteous hath hope in his death.” 
Prov. xiv. 32. “ The beggar’’ (inthe parable) “ died, and wes 
carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom : the rich man also 
died, and was buried. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being 
ia torments.”? Luke xvi. 22, 23. Their lives had not been so 
different as were their deaths. The rich man had enjoyed all 
that heart could wish. But what did it ati signify? It was but 
fora moment. The life of poor Lazarus had been as afflict- 
ed as one can well conceive; but it mattered not much; “ for 
his light affliction, which was but for a moment, wrought for 
him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”? 2 Cor. 
iv. 17. To the wicked, that is, to those who die in a Christ- 
less state, death is an end of all the happiness they had enjoy- 
ed in the world. It is a leaving their estates, their effects, and 
friends. Whether these were great or small, they were all 
that they had possessed ; and they were to them as their gods, 
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So that they have now better reason to say, than Micah had 
to remonstrate to the children of Dan, when they had taken the 
graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten 
amage, which he had in his house; “ Ye have taken away my 
gods which | made, and what have I more ?” Judg. xviii. 24. 
Nay, which is infinitely worse, death for ever deprives them 
of those means of salvation which they enjoyed; and conse- 
quently all possibility of having their wretched condition ever 
altered ceases; they have instantly to appear in all their sins 
before their Judge, by whom they are consigned in chains of 
darkness to the prison of hell, till the judgment of the great 
day; the simple mention of which is enough to fill all those 
whose consciences are not seared as with a hot iron, with all 
dread and terror lest they fall into this condemnation. “ Let 
us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into 
his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.”” Heb. iv. 
1. Butto the righteous, that is, to those who die in the Lord, 
are clothed with his righteousness, and endowed with his Spirit, 
death is the blessed period of all their woes, of all their sin- 
ning, suffering, and sorrowing, and of their entering into the 
joy oftheir Lord. There is indeed a passing through a dark 
and gloomy vale, but it is in order to a happy arrival in the 
land of everlasting life and bliss. The day of their death is 
truly better than the day of their birth. Then the days of 
their mourning shall be ended. Thea they shall be ever with 
the Lord, at his right hand, where there is fulness of joy and 
pleasures evermore. 

Q. 9. Whence is it that Christless sinners die ? 

A. It is in execution of the dreadful penalty of the broken 
covenant of works: “ In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.” The moment Adam ate, he began to die; the 
threatening took fast hold or him. It is plain, he died a spi- 
ritual death; lost the image, favour, and friendship of God. 
His behaviour presently bore witness to this. (Gen. iii. 7—13.) 
It is equally certain, he began to die a natural death. From 
being immortal, he became mortal. Previous to his tasting the 
fatal tree, he had no disease in his body; and had it not been 
for his eating of it, not a drop of his blood could ever have 
been spilt, or a hair of his head fallen to the ground. Pro- 
vidence had been an effectual guard upon him against all harm ; 
the devils durst not have hurt him; and the creatures of the 
lower world would not have been disposed to do it. But im- 
mediately on his transgressing the law which God had given 
him, he became a mortal dying man; the seeds of all diseases 
and death, were sown in his hitherto immortal frame ; and he 
became liable to a thousand accidents from al! around him, 
which no human sagacity could foresee, or power prevent.— 
Nay farther, he became liable to the full and everlasting exe- 
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cution of the dreadful penalty already mentioned, by being dis- 
missed from this world to the next, to suffer the vengeance of 
eternal fire. And this is the very thing that is the death of all 
Christless sinners. Death to them, is just the penalty of the 
broken covenant lighting on them. Abused patience gives 
way to the exercise of provoked justice ; and that is their death, 
Gal. iii. 10. Nahum i. 3. 

Q. 10. Whence is it that believers in Christ die ? 

A. In the mean time we only answer, it is not in execution 
of the penalty of the broken covenant of works. That penal- 
ty was fully executed upon the ever-blessed Surety, and there- 
fore can never fall on them that are inhim. ‘ Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us.” Gal. iii. 13. It cannot therefore be this penalty that is 
their death. Were it not for something else, they needed never 
taste of what we call death, but mount triumphantly to heaven, 
even as Enoch and Elijah did. 


Q. 11. Is not death, in general, a terror to God’s dear 
saints? 


A. Yes, surely ; and far greater than it needs to be. 


‘“* Man makes a death, which nature never made ; 
Then on the point of his own fancy falls, 
And feels a thousand deaths, in fearing one.” 


Young’s Night Thoughts. 
Nevertheless, 


** Sure “tis a serious thing todie! My soul, 
What a strange moment must it be, when near 
‘Thy journey’s end, thou hast the gulph in view ' 
That awful gulph no mortal e’er repass’d 

To tell what’s doing on the other side. 

JVature runs back, and shudders at the sight; 

And every life-string bleeds at sight of parting ! 
For they must; body and soul must part : 
Fond couple; link’d more close than wedded pair. 
This wings its way to its Almighty Source, 

The witness of its actions, now its Judge; 

That drops into the dark and noisome graye, 
Like a disabled pitcher of no use.” The Grave. 


Death, in the language of an inspired poet, is the king of 
terrors; the greatest and the mos: dreadful ofall terrors. Na- 
ture, even in the most gracious and eminent saints, shrinks at 
the prospect of it; to part with what had been nearest and 
dearest to us in this world ; to part, I may say, with our very 
selves, with our dear bodies, which are essential paris of our- 
selves ; to cross the vast and untried gulph that lies between 
this and the unseen world ; to pass into a world of unembodied 
spirits, to commence a manner of existence to which we are 
utter strangers ; to be at once swallowed up in eternity: This, 
all this, cannot but be shocking to our frail nature. Nor is it 
at all strange it should be so. Even the blessed Jesus shrunk 
at the prospect of death: “O my Father, ifit be possible, let 
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this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.” Mat. xxvi. 39. But what sometimes at least makes 
death a terror to many gracious Christians, is, that though it 
may be, they are in the mean time in doubts and fears about 
the state of their precious and immortal souls; they have a 
very keen and lively presage of what it is to appear before 
God the Judge, whose eyes are as a flame of fire; and of the 
near approach of this in their own case. They have a far 
deeper impression than others of what it must be to come short 
of the promised rest; and they accordingly tremble at the 
thoughts of it. 

Q. 12. If death be such a terror to them, might not God 
save them from it? Can it be from any defect in his love to 
them? 

A. Certainly not. He who loved them with an everlasting 
love; who gave his only begutten Son to be a surety and sa- 
crifice for them, thereoy to secure them from the sting of death, 
the curse ef the broken law ; who has fed them and cared for 
them all their life long, even to their dying day ; who has de- 
livered them frum innumerable deaths; and doth from day to 
day deliver them; who has the mansions of everlasting bliss 
in readiness for their reception; and who in the resurrection 
will fashion their vile bodies like unto Christ’s glorious body ; 
for dwelling with him for ever in all glory: He certainly can- 
not be supposed to be wanting in love to them ; and would no 
doubt save ‘hem from that to which they have such a strong 
aversion, if he had not infinitely wise reasons for doing other- 
wise. 

Q. 13. Is it because it cannot consist with his justice ? 

A. This certainly cannot be the reason, Justice is abun- 
dantly satisfied by the ever-blessed Surety. By one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” Heb. x. 
14. Justice can have nothing to say to believers in Christ ; 
no demand to make on them; no execution to do upon them. 
God saved the venerable saints so often mentioned, from death, 
doubtless in all consistency with the claims of his justice ; and 
he will doit in the case of all the saints who are alive at our 
Lord’s second coming. And if he could do it in their case, 
surely he could do it also in the case of all other saints, 
as being all equally interested in the death of the blessed Re- 
deemer. 

Q. 14. Seeing he loves his saints so dearly, and could, in a 
full consistency with his justice, have taken them to himself, 
without passing through what we call death ; why does he not, 
in condescension to their weakness, deliver them from what is 
so dreadfully shocking to all, or the most part of them ? 

A. There appear to be eminently these two reasons for this 
dispensation. Inthe first place, It is certainly proper they 
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should be conformable to their blessed Head. He went throt 
death to the crown of life; and they should not . 
to follow him in the road he has paved for them. We do not 
here speak of his death in respect of the glorious peculiarity 
of it, a dying the death threatened in the broken law, the 
déath that had all the curse of that law in it, even all the 
wrath of the infinitely offended Lawgiver and Judge init, In 
this respect, it is the undoubted privilege of ail trae Christians 
that they are effectually secured against the sting of death, the 
curse of the ‘broken covenant. y have already died that 
death in their surety : so surely the bitterness of death ts past as 
io them. But we speak of his death only as iniplying a separa- 
tion between his holy human soul and body; the former going 
io his Father, and the latter to the grave, amie a in the state 
of the dead till the third day: so far only can they die the 
death he died. In the second place, it docs not appear to con- 
sist with the wise plan accurding to which he has seen meet to 
govern the world, to deliver them from dying, to all outward 
appearance, as all other people die. Hesaved Enoch from it, 
io give the Antediluvian world an early presage of a future 
state, and particularly of the glorious immortality that awaits 
all the righteous. He saved Elijah from it, to give testimony 
of his regard to integrity ina very degeneratetime. But these 
exceptions do not invalidate the general rule, that saints as well 
as sinners must go the way of all the carth, It is wisely fixed, 
that whoever are saved, shall be saved by faith, and walk by 
faith, and not by sight. Man was ruined by unbelief of the 


God had said: And God will have his people saved by the op- 
posite of this, depending on what he promises, even in opposi- 
tion to what carnal sense and reason may suggest. Now, in 
order to this, he governs the world, as was formerly hinted, in 
such a manner, that no man can know love and hatred by ail 
that is before us: Who are tlie objects of his special and distin- 
guishing love, and who are not, is not to be discerned by the 
external dispensations of Providence. Nay, “there is a just 
man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked 
man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness.” Eccles. vii. 15, 
But if all the wicked died and wentto the grave, and ull the 
righteous were translated in soul and body direcily to the hea- 
venly paradise, in the certain view of the world, even as the 
singular saints formerly referred to were, it would be perfectiy 
obvious to the most heedless survivar, remaining still on the 
carth, who were righteous and Who were not, at least on their 
making their final exit; and people, in so far, would not have 
io walk by faith, but by sight. Upon the whole, let all rest 
themselves assured of it, that whatever are the dispensations of 
Divine Providence respecting themselves or others, in life or 
Vo. vy. 12 





threatening 5; regarding what he saw, and overlooking what- 
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deat et surely it shall be well with them that fear God, 
a. ar before him.” Eccl. viii. 12. And particularly, let 

| assure themselves, that whatever may he his treatment of 
them in their dying days, still, “ Bl the dead that die 
in the Lord.” Rev. xiv. 13. We may, however, add, that God 
will hereby shew his hatred of sin in the best. The most hoiy 
men have sin about them during the whole of their life; and 
they have accordingly their “ daily cross.” Luke ix. 23, And 
after all the advances they make in holiness, still sin dwelleth 
inthem. And, therefore, however tenderly be loves them, he 
will shew he hates their sin, and so suffers them to go the way 
of all the earth. 

Q. 15. What are the cordials most fitted to alleviate the ter- 
ror of death and the grave? 

A. The Scriptures abound with them. We shall, however, 
only mention the leading one, which gives life and ener- 
gy to all the rest; namely, The death of Christ, with his vic- 
tory hereupon over death and the grave. His death was the 
- death of all his people, in one. When he died, they were al! 
reckoned to have died in him: sothey have effectually got be« 
yond all that death that needs be any terror to them. Death 
to them, is not death properly so called, but only the shadow of 
it. When he comes to them at what we commonly call death, 
he signally says, “ Rise up, my love, my fair one, and ceme 
away. For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.” 
Song ii.10,11- In dying, he bore the curse, and hereby se- 
cured them against the sting of death. In laying down his 
precious life, he paid our ransom, and obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us. He has got beyond death, (what no one ever did 
before him;) he has returned from the invisible world, and as- 
sured us, that death is harmless—as being unstrung, and that 
he is Lord of the invisible world. “Fear not,” says be, “I 
am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for 
ever more, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”’ 
Rev. i. 17,18. He rose from the dead a conqueror over death: 
and the grave, and, as the “ first fruits of tiem that sleep ;” 
and hereby secured a happy resurrection to a glorious immar- 
tality in behalf of his people. Hence they may say to death, 
in the words of Blair, 

“*We know 
Th’ illustrious deliverer of mankind, 
The Son or Gop, thee foil’d. Him in thy power 
Thou ecould’st not hold: self-vigorous he rose, 
And, poe thy fetters, soon retook 
Those spoils his voluntary yielding lent, 
(Sure pledge of our releasement from thy thrall. }—7he Grave 

Or rather, in the words of the inspired apostle, “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, whereisthy victory? The sting 
of deathis sin; and the strength of sinis the Jaw. But thanks 
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be to God, who giveth usthe victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 1 Cor. xv. 55—57. ee FER SE a 

Dreadful beyond expression is the gulf which lies betwixt 
this world and the next. To stand upon the precipice of time 
and look down into this gulf, is, one would think, sufficient to 
make the most hardened sinner tremble. But the saints of 
God have no reason to be afraid. Through Christ Jesus, they 
have a safe passage to the world of spirits. Those who ven- 
ture over, trusting to their own righteousness ard strength, will 
be sure to plunge themselves into the deeps of endless woe; 
but those who trust to the righteousness and grace of Christ, 
will find themselves on firm ground all the way over into Im- 
manuel’s land. “Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me, 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Ps. xxiii. 4. | 

“ My foot standeth on an even place: in the congregations 
will I bless the Lord ;” (Ps. xxiv. 12.) in the congregations of 
militant saints, in hopes of doing it to inconceivable better 
purpose in the church triumphant. 

This paper may be concluded with a few questions, which 
every one had need put to himself, but which no one can an- 
swer for another, and are therefore only proposed, without any 
answer offered tothem. . 

Qestion 1. What are the sins which I have to charge my- 
self with ? | 

Q. 2. What are the advantages which I have er oyed par- 
\icularly in reference to preparation for the eternal world? 

Q. 3. What dol recollect of the various ways of rovi 
dence towards me? Do I “ remember all the way which the 
Lord my God hath led me these many years in the wilderness, 
to humble me, and to prove me, to make me know what was 
in mine heart, whether I would keep his commandments, or 
no??? Deut. viii. 2. ; os 

Q. 4. Whereon are my hopes built for eternity? on myself 
or Christ? : 

Q. 5. Am I in a growing meetness for the heavenly state ? 

Q. 6. Have I an inbred desire to depart and be with 
Christ ? 

Q. 7. What evidences can I lay claim to, of at length dy- 
ing in the Lord? : "hak tnd Bb + 








136 


— Meligtious and Miscellaneous Xutelligenee. 


- NOTICE OF THE REV. JOSEPH EASTBURN, 
Late Pastor of the Mariner’s Church, Philadelphia. 


THE biography of Mr. Eastburn is now publishing in the 
Christian Advocate, and is somewhat curious and instructive. 
The mode of his admission to the cffice of the holy ministry was, 
we believe, at that time, if not now, altogether unprecedented. 
Possessing talents, but destitute of a liberal education, his reli- 
gious principles, in carly life, were very unsettled. 

His father, “ Robert Eastburn, was born in old England, in the 
year 1710. He came to America with his parents, when he was 
four years old. He was married in the year 1733, to Agnes Jones 
of Germantown. She was born in the year 1713.—Robert East- 
burn died Jan. 22d, 1778; his wife, Sept. 27th, 1784. They had 
pnt - saga ae Hannah, Thomas, Robert, John and Jo- 
sep 83 ’ 

_His parents were both Quakers, and continued in that commu. 
nion until Mr. George Whitefield first came to this country, 
when they became his followers. ‘“ Mr. Whitefield,” says the 
memoir, used to call Mr. Eastburn’s father “his first fruit in 
America.” 

*T was born,” says Mr. Eastburn, “ according to the date in 
my father’s Bible, on the eleventh day of August, 1748, in Phila- 
delphia, the youngest of his children; and experienced the ten- 
der care of my kind parents, and the watchful providence of my 
heavenly father. When an infant in my cradle, a cat had nearly 
drawn out my breath, when she was caught by my father, and 
just saved my life: when yg to walk, I had followed my 
brother to the river, and fell in and narrowly escaped being 
drowned. JI was early put to school, and had serious impressions 
on my mind when young; so that I would retire from school and 
go to the garret of the house alone to pray, and would weep free- 
ly. . My parents finding me at times serious, and like to make 
a scholar, were desirous that I might have an education; hoping 
I might be useful to my fellow men in the work of the ministry. 
But it was a time of war, and my father having been a prisoner 
among the Indians, brought their circumstances too low to afford 
me more than a common English education. At fourteen years. 
of age I was put apprentice to the cabinet-maker’s business, in a 
large shop of seventeen lads and young men—all thoughtless 
about eternal concerns, and making the Sabbath a day of idle 
amusement. I was tempted to go with them to skate on the 
Schuylkill; but had not gone far before my conscience so accus- 
ed me of doing wrong, that I left them, ran back, hid my skates, 
and went to meeting. Thus I was an evidence of the truth of 
those words, ‘ Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.’ I now quieted my 
conscience, and thought, by my regular conduct, praying in se- 
cret, and shedding a few tears at times, I should do well enoggh. 
But ‘ evil communications corrupt good manners.’ I was by de- 
grees drawn into vain company. I had committed many ng, 
jovial songs to memory, and having something of a turn for sing- 
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trying to realize my need ofa saviour asa § polluted, lost 
sinner, and then nine my Pack « mee sa ane tearueee 

the Saviour—trying to give up m 0 : 
, Dy, bat I could find Tthoughtt ceuld 


be accepted by him, but I co no relief. 

as easily clasp the moon with my hands, which was then shining 
over my head, ae I could believe so as to obtain comfort to my 
soul; not realizing that ‘aith was the gift of God. I wondered 
that ministers would press people to do what was impossible; or 
thought that I was not like any one else, for I could not believe. 
Here my carnal heart again began to find fault, that I was required 
to do what I could not; and therefore must be lost and could not | 
help it. But my rebellious murmuring was silenced with a 
thought of who it was I was thus censuring; and I began to won- 
der he did not strike me dead, and send me to dwell among the 
wicked spirits in hell, which I often thought must finally be my 
place. But now that passage in the 9th of Romans came again 
to my mind, in quite a different way from what I took it up be- 
fore—‘ It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy,’ was now my only encouragement.” 

Next follows an account of his admission to full communion in 
the church. Here, though he experienced great joy for a season, 
he was soon thrown again into distress, by hearing a Methodist 
preach from 1 Cor. x. 4, 5: “ From which he undertook to prove 
that a person might be united to the Saviour and partake of his 
grace, and after this finally fall away.” This is a striking illus- 
tration of the sin of occasional and indiscriminate hearing, so 
prevalent in our day. Whatever may be thought of those who 
condemn the practice of occasional hearing, it has been one pow- 
erful means in bringing about the present amalgamation of reli- 
gious principles, not only inconsistent with one another, but of- 
ten directly contradictory. We know that union is the order of 
the day4 but this union which at present makes so much noise in 
the world, is quite another thing from that unity of the church 
aid down in the scriptures. Although Mr. Eastburn did nct fall 
a the snare of the enemy in this instance, many others have 
fallen. 

‘The following extract gives some farther account of his design 
to enter the ministry: 

“‘ Mr. Robert Smith, the minister at Pequea, who kept a gram- 
mar schoo), and was earnestly engaged to promote the cause of 
‘his blessed Master, sent me an invitation to come to his institu- 
tion; promising to assist me in every way to obtain a classical 
edweation. I did entreat the Lord to direct me, and 
having a desire to be to my fellow mortals, and hoping 
(his was an opening, and the way ~* be more so than in private 

1 ‘ 
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4ife; l immediately eae ae ents Now I 


no 
noted onbbeahadie, if A did not quit. rns 
a 


business again, I would soon die. This was 

“dagger to my heart; but I had good reason to believe it was so; 

therefore had to give up, and attend to my business. z 

and now concluded I would attend religious societies, and do all 
f could in a private way.” et Susminae 

“ After Mr. E. returned to his business, as a cabinet-maker, 
nothing worthy of record seems to have occurred; except that 
he laboured with his usual activity and diligence, and attended 
meetings for prayer and religious conference, as often as oppor- 
tunities offered, for about the space of two years. He then en- 
entered into the marriage relation. Among his papers the fol- 
lowing certificate was found— 

“This may certify, to all persons whom it may concern, that 
Joseph Eastburn and Ann Owen, both of the city of Philadel- 
phia, were lawfully married on the 12 day of June, Anno Domi- 
ni, 1771— Per me, James Sprovurt, 

Minister of the Gospel.”’ 

“ Mr. and Mrs. Eastburn were happy in their union. For a 
number of years subsequent to their marriage, they had no house 
of their own, nor the undivided occupancy of one upon rent. 
They lived ina single rcom furnished by themselves, in a family 
that owned or had rented the dwelling in which they resided. 

- ‘Phis was their manner of life, during their residence in the city, 
till after the war of the American revolution; and from the la- 
bour of their hands, in their several occupations, they derived 
the means of a very comfortable support.” 

During the revolutionary war, we find Mr. Eastburn in the 
continental army, and engaged in the battle of Princeton, Janu- 
ary 3,1777. He had but one child, a son, born in 1772, who, 
‘contrary to the wishes of his parents, insisted, at an early age, 
on going tosea. He became first a mate, and then the command- 
er of a merchant vessel. By the failure of a mercantile house, 
into whose employ he had entered, he lost the little property he 
had ‘acquired: And shortly after, ov his return from the West 
Indies, in a vessel in which he was only a passenger, he was in- 
stantly killed by a cannon ball, at the age of 24 or 25. years.’’ 
** Tt is not improbable,” says the memoir, “ that the deep interest 
which, in the latter part of his life, Mr. Eastburn took in the 
spiritual concerns of seamen, was increased by the remembrance 
of his son.’* 

In 1782, “a proposition was made to the Presbytery of Phila- 
celphia, to take Mr. E. on trial for the gospel ministry, without 
the literary acquisitions usually required in such a case.. The 
minute of this Presbytery on the subject is not before the writer; 
but the following minute of the Synod of New-York and Phila- 
delphia will show that the case had been referred to the Synod 
by that Presbytery. The name of Mr. Eastburn was indeed 
omitted,and no doubt with design, in the record; but there is. 
no question that the reference was to him. Inthe minutes ofthe. 
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Pcie ieee 
point, ii 
I The question being put, it was carried in the negative.. 
Mee fe peak mentioned to a friend of the writer, by | 
himself, not long before his death, that the i of the Rev. 
Dr. Wi awoy 4 n in the Synod, was chiefly instrumental in ob- 
taini i ision.” io vite beeveiit.ss 

“‘ This decision of the Synod seemed to terminate all hopes in 
the mind of Mr. E. that he would ever be permitted to preach in 
the Presbyterian church. How much influence it had, or wheth- 
er any, in turning his views to another communion, the memori- 
alist is not prepared to pronounce. The facts are, that not long- 
after this decision, an intimacy which had not ag eet | existed, 
took place between him and some brethren of t ist church ; 
and that, in the issue, he received from a minister of that church 
rebaptization in the form of immersion. This took place at 
Southampton, about 17 miles to the north of Philadelphia. 

“The known conscientiousness of Mr. E. ought to prevent or 
remove all suspicion that, in this transaction, he did not act un- 
der a full conviction of duty. But whether that conviction was 
the result of due deliberation, and of enlightened views, is an- 
other matter. He never communed in that church, even in a sin- 
gle instance. 

“* Near the time of his being rebaptized, he entered into part- 
nership, in the cabinet-making business, with a Mr. Lesley, a 
man distinguished for his modesty, integrity, industry and piety. 
During this period of Mr. E’s. life, he appears to have laboured 
incessantly, and to have commenced catechising the children and 
exhorting the adults ina congregation in the Northern Liberties, 
collegiate with the second Presbyterian congregation of Phila- 
delphia. From this, he proceeded a step er, took a text, and 
made as regular a discourse as he was capable of. This, as should 
have been seen, by those who encouraged him in these proceed- 
ings, soon led to greater abuses; so much so, that many, less qual- 
ified than Mr. E. began to engage in lay preaching: And the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia soon found themselves compelled to 
take some step to prevent these abuses. Accordingly, a memo- 
rial was drawn up and laid before the Presbytery, which resulted 
in the following singular proceeding:. 

* 1, That he [Mr. Eastburn] adopt the Confession of Faith, cat- 
echisms, government, and discipline of the Preshyterian church, 
(the article of babtism alone excepted) and agree to walk by 
them as the rule of his faith and practice. ; 

«2. That he be willing to engage, and do engage, that onthe 
subject of baptism (retaining his own sentiments) he will leave 
those With whom he may have intercourse, in the undisturbed. 
possession of their creed and opinions; and that whenever appli- 
cations shall be made to him in regard to babtism, he will direct. 
the applicants to some regularly ordained minister. 

* 25 
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‘<3. That in receiving from this Presbytery authority to teach, 
“ seamen Ser ees Oa ec 
the directions that shall from time to time be iven him by the 


“ §. That the authority to teach which be conferred, shal} 
cease whenever the , or Mr. n, shall judge its 
continuance to be no longer expedient. ESS eye 2 

“6. That in the execution of the trust that may be conferred by 
Presbytery, it be understood that he will in all respects endea- 
vour to avoid giving offence, by taking care not to violate unne- 
cessarily the sentiments and opinions of those ameng whom he 
may be called to labour, and by the exercise of an exemplary 
humility,  perreaig and condescension. 

“ Mr. tburn was then introduced to the Presbytery, and 
the above conditions were twice read, and he fully agreed to 
each and all of them as reasonable and proper, and as forming the 
system by which he would act in the execution of the trust which 
the Presbytery might commit to him, in consequence of the pray- 
er of the memorial. - 

“ Presbytery then conversed with Mr Eastburn on his experj- 
wental acquaintance with religion, and questioned him on some 
of the leading truths and doctrines of the Christian system, and 
having obtained entire satisfaction on these subjects, came to the 
following resolution, viz. 

“« Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Eastburn be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized, to explain and discourse on the sacred scriptures, to 
catechise and exhort in the Gaol, Alms House, and Hospital, of 
the city of Philadelphia, and also, as occasional opportunities 
may offer, (0 speak to collections of people in other places, on 
the concerns of their souls. 

‘“« Ordered, that the stated clerk furnish Mr. Eastburn with an 
attested copy of the preceding memorial, and of the subsequent 
proceedings of Presbytery relative to him. 

‘«« Extract from the Minutes of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

* Groner C. Ports, Stated Clerk.” 

Thus qualified, Mr. E. commenced preaching in the Hospital, 
Alms House, and Prison of the city, and in the vacancies of the 
Philadelphia Presbytery. His labours appear to have been ac- 
ceptable to various denominations. His wife died in June, 1811. 
He must have preached several years in the manner above men- 
tioned, and laboured as at his mechanical business; until 
the opening of the mariner’s church, when he became its stated 
pastor, and continued so, until his death, in January, 1828. 

We have thus endeavoured to give a brief outline of the bio- 
graphy of this humble, good man; but have been compelled to. 
omit many things, which go to prove his exemplary piety, self- 
denial, privations, labours abundant, and his honest but manly 
zeal in the cause of his Divine Master. Though he does not ap- 
pear to have had any just views of the unity of the faith, and the 
ordex and discipline of the house of God, (and much of the guilt 
of his error, in this respect, lies at the door of the Philadelphia 
Presbytery,) yet “every tongue pronounces him a man. 
Men of every class, of every denomination, pronounce him a geod 
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man, The world, which for sixty has scrutinized his life, 
pronounces him a goodman: and ans endued with spiritu- 
al discernment, who have entered into his closest intimacies, and 
marked his conversation in all the varying circumstances of his 
‘public haunts and private ways,’ concur, with heart and voice, 
in confirming the public testimony: whilst the Master himself 
owns it true, in the application of his own infallible rule— by 
their fruits shall ye know them.’ ’’* 

We feel ourselves called upon, in submitting the above sketch 
to our readers, to express our disapprobation of some prominent 
points in the conduct of the Philadelphia Presbytery, which is 
here presented. 

The first thing in order, is the Presbytery’s refusal to license 
Mr. E. This decision was agreeable to their ordination vows, 
the government of their church, and the order which ought ever 
to distinguish the judicatories of the church of Christ. Had the 
judicatories of the Presbyterian church always acted with equal 
pe me not only in their admissions to ministerial fellowship, 

ut also in their administrations of discipline, with respect to 
those who had violated their oaths and most solemn obligations 
to her, she would never have presented to the world, in her pub- 
lic character,a compound of gold, iron, and clay—she would 
never have been, as now, overrun with heresy, ignorance and 
enthusiasm. But while we justify this decision, we cannot but 
condema the cold, heartless, not to say, unchristian conduct, to- 
wards Mr. Eastburn. If there ever was a case before a church 
court, which admitted of no doubt asto the path of duty, this 
was surely one. Here they had before them, a talented young 
man, of unquestioned piety, and unimpeachable moral character, 
willing to devote himself to the work of the ministry; nay, anx- 
iously desiring, with a view to the glory of God, and from a con- 
viction of duty, to preach the everlasting gospel to a perishing 
world, But not a finger is lifted to assist him; while, a trifling 
sum of money, might have been easily raised, sufficient to have 
qualified him for entering in by the door to the work of the min- 
istry. If half a dozen ministers, only, had mentioned the cir- 
cumstances of his case to their congregations, assistance, no 
doubt, would have been promptly given; and at that time, as 
well as now, many waste places were calling upon the Presbyte- 
ry for the word of life. Mr. Eastburn, finding himself thus cast 
off, and left without hope of ever entering, by the door, upon a 
work on which his affections were so «deeply fixed, seems for a 
time to have been overwhelmed. It is to this circumstance that 
may be traced chiefly his rebaptism, his lay preaching, and his lat- 
itudinarian principles: This last, however, appears to be in conso- 
nance with the views of the Presbyterian church at present. Has 
not injustice been done to one of Christ’s servants, and dishonour 


put upon his cause, by those who are set as watchmen upon the. 


walls of Zion, and who fill the thrones of the house of David? 
The next thing deserving attention, is the manner in which 

Mr. E. was invested with the ministerial} office, or rather author- 

ized to preach the gospel, without having that office conferred 


* Dashiell’s Funeral Sermon. 
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upon him. Of that deed of the Presbytery, the following things 
may be observed: Poe: sae 

1. It had not the authority of scripture to rt it; on the 
other hand, it was contrary to the scriptures. e apostle fre- 
quently ks of the of reconciliation, being committed 
to him. ‘See 1 Tim. i. 11, 12. 2 Cor. v. 19.and numerous other pas- 
sages. In 1 Tim. i. 18.—he says, “ this charge I commit unto thee, 
son Timothy,” not a part, but the whole of “ this charge.” And 
he charges him to keep that which had been committed to his 
trust, and not rashly confer it upon unworthy hands, but commit 
it to faithful men; evidently implying that the whole office of the 
ministry had been committed to Timothy, and that he had the 
power to confer upon others the whole of this office, but not a 
part of it. 

2. It is contrary to the usage of any church of which we have 
any knowledge, pure or corrupt, orderly or disorderly. 

3. It was contrary to their ordination vows, and a violation of 
their duty to the people under their inspection. 

4. It destroyed that ministerial equality recognised by the 
scriptures, and countenanced the Popish doctrine of different or- 
ders of teachers in the church. 

5. It was a relinquishment of one important article of their 
public profession, viz. the doctrine of baptism. It is not onl 
nonsense, but dishonesty, and deceitful dealing, for any chure 
to make exceptions in her public profession; for the moment she 
does this, that profession is relinquished, and is not worth a straw. 
In this same way has the Presbyterian church given to one and 
another her glory and her honour. And the consequence has 
been, she is now split up by factions, distracted and divided. 
What one builds, another pulls down, and she is no longer a pub- 
lie witness for Christ, but has become a false witness, for her tes- 
timapy is contradictory. 

6. It was the height of injustice to Mr. Eastburn. It gave him 
the name of a minister ef the gospel, without the authority. It 
would have been less sinful if they had regularly ordained him 
even without a liberal education. It could not be said of Mr. 
Eastburn, that he was on an equality with his ministerial breth- 
ren, while his burden was greater in many respects. He could 
not be called to take charge of any congregation; and we are at 
a loss to find how he was finally settled pastor of the Mariner’s 
church. Was he regularly installed? Did he discharge all the 
duties of a pastor, such as administering baptism and the Lord’s 
supper? On these subjects, the memoir is silent. 

inally, had Mr. Eastburn been dealt with, by the Presbytery, 
according to the order of God’s house, he would, in all probabili- 
ty, with the divine blessing, have been one of the brightest or- 
naments in that church. His labours were incessant. For ma- 
ny ars he laboured at his mechanical business, and ch- 
t 


1 at the same time. He appears to have had no 
pe A ition than to do good; he was willing to be account- 
ed the meanest of Christ’s servants: In this respect his character 
far outshines many ministers of the geepel, who have enjoyed al- 
most infinitely greater advantages. That thirst for pre- nce, 
so prevalent with many, otherwise great and good men, seems to 
have formed no past o his chasacter. 








because we have | ine number each year, for the purpose of giy- 
te chivas OF Byte a te this has geneslly put ue go far back 
that it has been found difficult to overtake the - But in we 

not delay on account of the minutes, but pursue a regular course of publica 
tion, as near as possible, and insert the minutes prbensver they compe to haya 
and in this way, we hope, hereafter, to get the Monitor issued on the first 
every month. 

e have now a complaint to make ourseives, respecting the negligence of 
Presbyteries in ey out statistical tables to accompany their annual re- 
ports to the Synod. There were only two statistical tables sent up with their 
reports, at the last meeting, consequently, in printing the minutes, we were 
compelled to copy from the old tables, some of which have stood several years 
without alteration or amendment. It must be obvious to all, that no reliance 
can be placed upon these tables, unless the different Presbyteries correct them 
annually, or as often as any changes occur. 


For another complaint, the reader is referred to the notice on the first page 
of the cover. 


—==— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We make the following offer to any of our corespondents who feel dispos- 
ed to take it up, viz. Any three persons, who shall be found to have contribut- 
ed the greatest quantity of original matter, for any volume of the Monitor, 
shall each be entitled to an extra copy of the work, bound in the most super!) 
manner. This offer includes the present volume. 

We have received from a friend, several articles written by the late Dr. 
Clark, of which we shall make some use in a future number. 

—<>—- 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN. 

it appears from the last number of the United Brethren’s Missionary Inte!- 
ligencer, that at the close of 1827, they had four stations in Greenland, occu- 
pied by twenty-one missionaries, including females; in Labrador, three sta- 
tions and twenty-six missionaries; in Canada and the United States, three 
stations and ten missionaries; in the Danish West India Islands, seven sta- 
tions and thirty-four missionaries; in the British West Indies, fifteen stations 
and forty-seven missionaries; in Surinam, one station and ten missionaries; 
in South Africa, five stations and thirty-nine missionaries. Total thirty- 
tight stations, and one hundred and eighty-seven missionaries, including fe- 
males. Thisis an increase of two stations and nine missionaries above the 
returns for the close of 1825. 


———— 
BAPT'STS IN LOUISIANA. 

By the circular letter, of the Louisiana Association, we learn that 15 years 
ago, there was but one Baptist preacher in that State. In 1818, ten yeays 
Since three ministers and 51 members were all that could be found. There 
are now 10 churehes, 221 members, and 12 preachers. [Col. Star. 

DVI 
SUPERSTITION ABATING. 

There have been three legal decisions given in France within a few snontit:. 

establishing the legality of marriages among the Catholic clergy. 
Sto 
ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

A convention of delegates, from the different counties in this state, opposed 
to masonry, met at Utica, on the 5th inst. and nominated Francis Grange: 
~f Ontario co. for Governor, and John Crary, of Wash. for Lieut. Governor. 
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EARTHQUAKE. ' 

There was a severe earthquake at Lima, on the 30th of March, which threw 

down many buildings, and injured nearly every one in the city. About 60 

persons were killed,and many wounded. Damagesestimated at $6,000,000. 
— 37 o 


GEORGIA, - 


We understand that Col. Williams, Sub, Agent, and Mr. John Miller, Uni- 
ted States Interpreter, have lately been engaged, under the authority of the 
General Government, in burning houses and destroying the corn of the intru- 
ders who had moved, in defiance of the existing treaties, into the Nation fron 
the frontier of Georgia. [ Cherokee Pheniz. 

sft 
FREE MASONRY. 

Extract from the minutes of the Genessee Consociation at their Session in 
Mendon, N. Y.on the 3d and 4th of June. 

Resolved, That the Consociation will neither license, ordain, or instal, those 
who sustain any connexion with the institution of Masonry, or who will not 
disapprove and renounce it, nor wiil we give letters of recommendation in fa- 
vour of such persons to preach in any of the churches in our connexion. 

Resolved, That the silence of religious papers on the subject of Masonry, 
ought no longer to be countenanced, inasmuch as the conductors of such pa- 
pers are required, as all other Christians are, to put their trust in God for sup- 
port, and not in Masonic patronage—and to exercise a full belief that the 
Jrtends of the Redeemer will rally round his standard. 


f+ 
GIB’S DISPLAY. 


This work is in the hands of but very few individuals in the 
United States, and is not tobe had. Considering its importance 
to the Associate church, we have been induced to offer proposals 
for publishing it entire. Though some parts of it are less iznportant 
than others, it is deemed inexpedient to omit any thing. In its 
present state, it comprises a complete histcry of the Associate 
church from the commencement of the Secession, down to the 
time of its publication, 1773; together with a full display of the 
principles she now holds, and ever has held. The Edinburgh 
edition from which we design to copy, is in two octavo volumes 
of a little more than 400 pages each. But we design, by put- 
ting it on smaller type, (the size of that used on the third and 
fourth volumes of the Religious Monitor,) to publish it in one 
volume of about 6 or 700 pages. It will be well bound in sheep, 
and put to subscribers for $2 per copy. Any person hecomiag 
responsible for twelve copies, shall receive a thirteenth gratis. 

Those individuals who have the means, would, it is believed-, 
greatly promote the cause of truth, by subscribing for several co- 
pies. By doing so, they would secure the publication of a mew 
edition of this invaluable work. 

The publishers will incur the expense of delivering copies tu 
subscribers at Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, Pa. and Xenia, Ohio. 

ersons wishing to obtain the work, are requested to send in 
their names (post paid) on or before the Ist of February next.-— 
Where six or more names are enclosed, they may be forwarded at 
the expense of the publishers. 


Albtiny, August, 1828. Weszster & Woop. 








